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The Great Dictator 





FoR A couple of years many of us 

had been waiting impatiently for 
Charlie Chaplin’s new film The Great 
Dictator. And no wonder. Chaplin 
is not an unknown quantity. One 
knows exactly what to expect. And 
yet, despite the fact that one can fore- 
tell details of even minor scenes, there 
is always a sense of revelation involv- 
ed in seeing a Chaplin picture. 

Now The Great Dictator is here. 
It is hardly necessary to remind any- 
one to go and see it. No one will 
miss it if the opportunity presents it- 
self. 

I will not go into an analysis of 
Chaplin’s latest. Competent movie 
critics have pointed out both its 
strong points as well as its weak- 
nesses. And, unfortunately, this film 
suffers from some faults, faults that 
his previous picture “Modern Times” 
did not have. But for these faults 
Chaplin should not be blamed. He is 
a master of comi-tragedy. No one 
has ever presented the crushed little 
man, caught between forces over 
which he has no control and which he 
is powerless to fight, as well as Chap- 
lin. Nor has anyone ever packed a 
greater wallop of protest against the 
fate of the crushed little man. This 
role Chaplin can play incomparably. 
But in The Great Dictator he has also 
taken on another role, that of the dic- 
tator as well as the role of the victim. 
And for this role his talent, which has 
become channelized in the groove of 
but one characterization, was of little 
avail. You can make a dictator look 
ridiculous or absurd, you can make an 
audience laugh at him, but it is im- 
possible to portray him as a helpless 
little man, the one role Chaplin is at 
his best in. The hero in all of Chap- 
lin’s pictures never hurt a fly on the 
wall. The audience involuntarily 
sympathizes with his battered, small 
scale ambitions, cheers at his petty 
successes and grieves over his humble 
helplessness. But ridiculous as a dic- 
tator may be made to appear, he has 
committed crimes, his discomfitures 
arouse the laughter of glee and not of 
commiseration; his successes, instead 
of evoking applause, are met with 
boos. Audiences are essentially very 
moral. And so Chaplin as the great 
dictator is not Chaplin. 

But it is worth making a few re- 
marks about the “Jewish angle’’ of 
this film. Many of the characters are 
Jewish. Chaplin himself plays the 
role of the Jewish barber, a role in 
which he is at his usual best, and 
many of the scenes take place in the 
ghetto of a German city. To this ex- 
tent this is more of a Jewish picture 
than any that I can recall coming out 
of Hollywood. 
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Frequently, while watching the pic- 
ture, one cannot help feeling that 
Chaplin wanted to make a real Jewish 
picture. That he wanted to portray 
Jews and Jewish fate as only he 
could. For on closer, examination 
nearly everyone of Chaplin’s heroes 
closely resembles a Jew. There’s al- 
ways the persecution’ by personal or 
impersonal forces, always the wander- 
ing, always the helplessness and the 
attempt to make up with an appeal to 
human nature for the lack of power. 
Anyone who is familiar with the 
heroes of such a Jewish humorist as 
Sholom Aleichem will immediately 
recognize Chaplin pleading with some 
tough policeman in one of his films, 
and finally getting the worst of the 
argument. 

But Chaplin seems to have decided 
against such a plan. Nearly all the 
Jewish characters in The Great Dicta- 
tor are only Jewish because we are 
told they are. He avoided introduc- 
ing any scene which by its local color 
—except the general atmosphere of 
oppression—would betray its Jewish- 
ness. They remain stylized symbols 





of the weak and the humiliated among 
mankind. 

On one or two occasions only did 
something a little more specifically 
Jewish crop up. Chaplin, as the Jew- 
ish barber, resists the storm troopers, 
something none of the other Jews do. 
Many Jews throughout the world 
wondered and were puzzled at the fact 
that practically no physical resistance 
was offered by German Jews to the 
Nazis. Then there is the searing 
scene of three Jews in the ghetto try- 
ing to hide in the same trunk at the 
approach of stormtroopers. For some 
reason this scene is very reminiscent of 
the burning protest of the Hebrew 
poet Bialik who wrote with such scor- 
ching rage about the strange agility 
exhibited by Jews in Russia while 
seeking a hiding place during a pog- 
rom. 

It would be an excellent idea if 
Chaplin were to decide to do a Jewish 
film. Instead of a composite picture 
of injured man in our world, he 
would have a wealth of genuine 
human material to base such a picture 
on—and it would run very close to 
Chaplin’s specifications too. S. K. 
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The Stilled Voice of France 


ee THE PUPPET FRENCH GOVERNMENT AT 
Vichy should issue anti-Semitic decrees fash- 
ioned on the Hitler model is, in a sense, inevitable. 
Worse may follow. But it is not France speaking. 
It is well to remember this despite the hour of 
shame. The voice of France has another sound—- 
a sound in which one will always hear the chant of 
the Marsellaise, the crash of the Bastille, the 
tramp of the soldiers of the revolution. And still 
another tone will always echo in that voice—the 
hammering down of the ghetto walls and the open- 
ing of the ghetto gates throughout the continent of 
Europe. It is well to remember this today, when 
the small, cowed men of Vichy are doing the dirty 
work of their Nazi masters. 

In recent Jewish history the role of France has 
been brave. It was the French Revolution that 
brought political emancipation to the Jews of 
every state under its power. It was the National 
Assembly of France which, upon convening in 
1789, began, as one of its first acts, to discuss the 
rights of Jews as well as the rights of man. It was 
the great Mirabeau, friend of Moses Mendelsohn, 
who lifted the debate about the status of Jewry to 
a new plane when he spoke the profound, decisive 
words: “Unrestricted religious freedom is so 
sacred to me that even the word ‘tolerance’ sounds 
tyrannical.” For the first time in centuries it be- 
came a question not of “‘tolerating”’ Jews, as an act 





of generosity, but of according them their equal - 


place in the comity of mankind as a matter of 
human right. 

It was the Protestant Pastor, Rabant Saint 
Etienne, who while demanding unrestricted equal- 
ity for Protestants also demanded the full eman- 
cipation of the Jews: “I demand freedom for the 
ever-despised, homeless people of the Jews who 
are ever doomed to wander on the face of the 
earth and are ever exposed to humiliation.” It 
was the priest Gregoire, loyal and courageous 
champion of the oppressed Jews of Alsace, it was 
Robespierre, it was Clermont-Tonnere, who 
fought the reactionary party of the Noires and in- 
sisted that the slogan of the revolution—liberte, 
egalite, fraternite—could not be deemed fulfilled 
unless the Jews of France were included in their 
application. When on September 28, 1791, after 
a two year struggle for Jewish rights waged by the 
leading figures of the National Assembly, Louis 
XVI set the seal on the ruling granting the Jews of 
France full political and economic rights, it mark- 
ed the first instance of Jewish emancipation in 
Europe. 


Outside of France too, wherever the victorious 
armies of the French Revolution marched, the lib- 
erating principles of the revolution followed. In 
Holland Jews were emancipated in 1796 due to 
French intervention. In Italy the ancient ghettoes 
fell at the entrance of Napoleon. Even in Ger- 
many, as long as French power lasted, Jews learn- 
ed the taste of freedom. In Cologne on the 
Rhine, where Jews had been banned since 1426, it 
was a French commissioner who issued the ringing 
proclamation: “‘All traces of slavery are now abol- 
ished .. . You shall account to God alone for your 
religious beliefs, and as to your civil status, all men 
stand equal before the law.” 

Despite the reaction in all spheres which follow- 
ed the defeat of Napoleon, the second revolution 
of 1848 completed what the first had begun. A 
Jew, Adolphe Cremieux, was twice chosen Minis- 
ter of Justice in 1848 and in 1870. All remaining 
vestiges of restrictions were swept away. The era 
of liberalism was in full tide, and nowhere more 
strongly than in France. Even the Dreyfus Case, 
with its sudden unleashing of black passions, with 
its recrudescence of violent anti-Semitism, only 
served to emphasize the true spirit of French en- 
lightenment. For the voice of France spoke again 
in the accents of Zola’s J’Accuse. 

Despite Vichy, despite Petain, despite Laval, 
that voice will be heard again. 


The Greenwood Declaration 





- US, AS JEWS, HITLER NATURALLY LOOMS 
above all as the mortal enemy of everything 
Jewish. Many of us have therefore been deeply 
disappointed that the leaders of the democratic 
allies at the beginning of the war, and of England 
in later months, have so consistently refrained 
from speaking about this aspect of the conflict. 
Why is the fate of Jews under German occupation 
so seldom mentioned? Why has no mention been 
made of the place of Jews in the war aims of 
England? 

A recent statement of Arthur Greenwood, 
deputy leader of the British Labor Party and 
member of the British War Cabinet, addressed to 
Rev. Morris Perlzweig, partly broke this silence. 
“The British Government,” Greenwood wrote, 
“sought again and again to secure some ameliora- 
tion of the lot of persecuted Jewry both in Ger- 
many itself and in the countries which were in- 
fected by the Nazi doctrine of racial hatred.” 
Concerning the future Mr. Greenwood declares: 
‘When we have achieved victory, as we assuredly 
shall, the nations will have the opportunity of 
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establishing a new world order based on the ideals 
of justice and peace. In such a world it is our con- 
fident hope that the conscience of civilized human- 
ity would demand that the wrongs suffered by the 
Jewish people in so many countries should be 
righted. In the rebuilding of civilized society 
after the war, there should, and will, be a real 
opportunity for Jews everywhere to make a dis- 
tinctive and constructive contribution; and all men 
of good will must assuredly hope that in the new 
Europe the Jewish people, in whatever country 
they may live, will have freedom and full equality 
before the law with every other citizen.” 

These are undoubtedly sincere and fine words, 
albeit not unexpected ones. Less than that no one 
expected from a government engaged in a life and 
death struggle for the existence of democracy. 
Those who recall the first world war will remem- 
ber that not only civil rights, but minority rights 
as well as a national home had then been promised 
by both sides. But times have changed, for Eng- 
land as well as for Jews. One may understand 
why England is wary of making promises to Jews 
concerning their rights and hopes in Palestine. 
The news from the Near East is not very cheering 
and England has no basis for being overconfident 
in the loyalty and support of the Arab peoples. 
England may therefore be seeking to avoid pro- 
viding the Axis agents in the Near East with a 
new propaganda weapon. 


But despite the above strategic considerations, 
every Jew knows that among “the wrongs suffered 
by the Jewish people in so many countries” there 
must be included the wrongs heaped upon the 
Jews in the course of the interpretation and ad- 
ministration of the Mandate over Palestine. But 
in Greenwood’s letter Palestine is not even men- 
tioned. This is not an accident. It implies a con- 
tinuation of the wrong policies embodied in the 
White Paper and in the Palestine Land Decrees, 
policies which are an outgrowth of the confused 
and insincere attempt to carry out the Balfour 
Declaration and the obligations of the Mandate. 
Furthermore, Greenwood’s letter is the first Brit- 
ish document of any importance concerning the 
Jews that avoids all reference to Palestine. 

Grateful as we are for Greenwood’s statement 
on behalf of the British War Cabinet, we cannot 
pass in silence over this significant omission. At 
all times we will remind the world, the English 
people and America, that Jews cannot and will not 
renounce their hopes and aspirations in Palestine. 


Hugh Johnson's Campaign for Willkie 





N HIS SYNDICATED COLUMN FOR OCTOBER 17, 
General Hugh Johnson accused American Jews 

of supporting the New Deal primarily because of 
its intentions to drag America into the war against 
Hitler. The accusation that Jews are war mongers 








we have heard in recent years chiefly from 
open as well as concealed Nazi agents in the 
United States. Since September, 1939 this accu- 
sation has also often been heard, in a modified 
form, from Communists in general and from Jew- 
ish Communists in particular. The difference be- 
tween the past director of the N. R. A. who seeks 
to expiate his past New Deal sins by smearing 
everything that has to do with President Roose- 
velt, and the avowed anti-Semites, is primarily a 
difference in tone. General Johnson would not 
like to be branded as an anti-Semite. He there- 
fore stresses that he ‘understands’ the mood of 
the Jews. When one considers the devilish perse- 
cution of the Jews by the Nazis, General Johnson 
writes, it is only human that their coreligionists 
here should wish to punish Hitler, with arms. I 
would feel the same if I were a Jew. 

We are duly thankful to General Johnson for 
his ability to visualize himself in the role of a Jew. 
It proves, at least, that he does not believe Jews 
are a band of international criminals who would 
like to bring woe upon the world merely in order 
to attain world domination. Psychologically, the 
general finds it understandable and even logical 
that Jews should wish America’s participation in 
the defeat of Hitler. But fortunately General 
Johnson is not a Jew and he can afford to oppose 
American participation in an anti-Hitler war. 
Such participation, the general declares, would 
work against the interests of eighty percent of 
the American population. 

We thus learn from General Johnson’s column 
that twenty percent of America’s people have a 
direct interest in the war. _But how did he arrive 
at this figure? Jews constitute but four percent of 
the population. There must therefore be another 
sixteen percent—four times as many as there are 
Jews—who have a similar special interest in the 
downfall of Nazism. General Johnson no doubt 
had in mind the millions of Poles, Czechs, Slo- 
vaks, Dutch, Belgians, Norwegians and others 
who have “near ones” under the heel of the Nazi 
army of occupation. But it is characteristic that 
he failed to mention any of those sixteen percent 
by name while he singled out the Jews and fav- 
ored us with an entire column. The general no 
doubt felt that for a certain circle of readers it 
would be best to name Jews as war mongering ad- 
herents of Roosevelt, that such a singling out of 
Jews would better fit the mood and the social 
orientation of such readers. 

General Johnson closed his eyes to the fact that 
when one speaks of Nazi Germany one must bear 
in mind that Jews are not its only victims. Naz- 
ism represents a policy that is inimical to the inter- 
ests of a large majority of the eighty percent who, 
the general would have us believe, are indifferent 
to what happens in Europe. Persecution of Jews 
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invariably goes hand in hand with suppression of 
civil liberties and religious freedom, with sup- 
pression of the labor movement and of minority 
political parties, with oppression of the majority 
of the people in the interests of a small caste. As 
the situation stands today there exists only an in- 
finitesimal minority in the United States who need 
not fear a Hitler victory. This is the small group 
of American Quislings who are determined to be- 
tray this country, should the occasion arise, in ex- 
change for high posts in a Hitler dominated, fas- 
cist America. 


No, General Johnson did some faulty reckon- 
ing. - Not only Jews, Poles, Norwegians, etc., 
have a direct interest in the defeat of Hitler. 
The entire American people, with the few excep- 
tions referred to above, have a stake in the out- 
come of the European war. 

We have no grounds to suppose that General 
Johnson consciously spoke for the ‘“Quisling”’ 
minority in the United States. But if he will be 
accused of anti-Jewish sympathies from many 
directions, the general will have only himself to 
blame. In his feverish hatred of Roosevelt and 
desire to aid Willkie at all costs, he has written a 
column that automatically evokes such associa- 
tions. 


~. 


The Fight Against Discrimination 





N RECENT YEARS MANY JEWS HAVE BECOME 

victims of a dangerous feeling that anti-Semit- 
ism, especially in the field of employment, is un- 
avoidable. Such Jews have compromised with the 
idea that many branches of large scale industry 
will henceforth remain closed to Jews. A few 
years ago the economic bureau of the American 
Jewish Congress proved that with a little effort, 
the expenditure of some energy and faith in the 
justice of the cause it may still be possible to ac- 
complish many things. In recent weeks the New 
York daily PM provided another example that 
when public opinion is aroused, discrimination 
against Jews in various fields of employment can 
be combatted. 

PM reported the case of a Jewish young man 
who answered an ad of the legal department of 
the National Association of Manufacturers and 
was informed that his application would be con- 
sidered only if he is a Christian. PM raised the 
question whether this represented the policy of the 
Manufacturers’ Association. The officials of the 
legal department sought to evade a direct and 
clear answer. Then another case of discrimina- 
tion by the same organization was reported. In 
the end the president of the National Association 
of Manufacturers had to make a public statement 
that this was not the policy of his organization. 
He apologized for the two cases revealed and 
promised to prevent their recurrence. 
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It thus becomes clear that much can still be ac- 
complished when Jews refuse to renounce their 
rights to employment and when the press takes up 
their case. . 

It often happens, however, that both the above 
are missing. Many Jews have become accustom- 
ed to take discrimination for granted without pro- 
testing. Nor is the press always daring enough to 
chance incurring the displeasure of such a power- 
ful group as the National Association of Manu- 
facturers. Even the New York Times systematic- 
ally passes over such incidents in silence. 

Nevertheless we are convinced that many op- 
portunities in the direction of combatting discrim- 
ination still remain unutilized and that public 
opinion can be aroused. The principle involved, 
one of fairness and the right to work, is such that 
the average decent American will readily respond 
with sympathy if it is brought to his attention 
convincingly and systematically. 

This is a very urgent matter. The traditional 
Jewish trades are gradually moving out of New 
York. From day to day opportunities of employ- 
ment for Jewish youth are becoming more scarce. 
In this respect we are confronted with an eco- 
nomic process about which we can do nothing. 
This makes it ever so much more urgent to find 
new employment opportunities for Jewish youth. 


Lewis Goes the Whole Hog 


.% LEAST JOHN L.. LEWIS DOESN’T DO THINGS 
in a small way. When the President of the 
C. I. O. decided to throw his influence behind the 
candidate of big business he suffered no feeble 
qualms or queasy inhibitions. He went the whole 
hog. There is nothing half-hearted about the 
Lewis endorsement of Wendell Willkie. On the 
contrary, it is a paean of love and faith. In the 
eyes of Lewis, the corporation counsel, who con- 
sistently fought progressive social and labor legis- 
lation wherever he could, is ‘‘a gallant American. 
He has opened his heart to the American people. 
He is not an aristocrat. He has the common 
touch. He was born to the briar and not to the 
purple.” On the other hand, Roosevelt, under 
whose administration labor won such major 
triumphs as recognition of the principle of collec- 
tive bargaining, and a federal minimum wage and 
maximum hour act, gets a full dose of the Lewis 
vitriol. How magnificently the bushy-browed 
labor leader fulminates against the New Deal 
under whose protection he built up the C. I. O. 
into a powerful body! In contrast to the wrath 
and denunciation reserved for Roosevelt and his 
policies, what lyric confidence Lewis reposes in 
Wendell Willkie. The Republican candidate will 
put all to right. There is a pastoral tenderness in 
the lines in which Lewis describes the golden age 
to be ushered in by Wall Street’s fair-haired boy: 
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“Wendell Willkie has said that he will put the un- 
employed to work; that he will abolish pauperism. 
He has said that he will increase the national in- 
come by working to increase the wages and in- 
comes of those unemployed.” He has said! Can 
simple trust go further? 


And there is something else that Willkie has 
said. ‘He says that he will enlist the representa- 
tive brains of the nation to do this job. He says 
that he will take the representatives of labor into 
his cabinet.” Mr. Lewis isn’t by any chance think- 
ing of himself, or is the harmony between the 
C. I. O. president and the former antagonist of 
organized labor by now so complete that Lewis 
will happily find his niche in the pew beside Weir 
and Girdler and Ford and Coughlin and similar 
friends of labor who are rooting for a Roosevelt 
defeat? Lewis’ personal anger at Roosevelt, be- 
cause he failed to get a cabinet post, is common 
knowledge. But there are limits to which even 
hurt vanity and disappointed ambition can go. 
These limits have been far outdistanced by Lewis’ 
speech. Personal spite, as well as legitimate dis- 
satisfaction with some of the aspects of the Roose- 
velt administration, might have explained a re- 
fusal to back Roosevelt. It cannot explain the 
passionate championing of Willkie. 


In its attack on the New Deal, in its character- 
istic charges of ‘“‘war-mongering” hurled at Roose- 
velt, in its shameless demagoguery, the Lewis 
speech is cut whole out of the Nazi cloth. Nor is 
the intrusion of a thinly veiled anti-Semitic note 
absent. How else can one account for Lewis’ ap- 
peal to ‘members of the Christian Church’’? 
What other significance has his plea to the 
“mothers of our race’? By the time a special em- 
phasis on religion and race appears in the perora- 
tion, the source of the eloquence can no longer be 
mistaken. It goes straight back to Herr Goebbels. 


The communists have already raised the cry 
that the Lewis defection must not be allowed to 
split the C. I. O. In the interests of unity, Lewis, 
despite his boyish weakness for Willkie and his 
entourage, must remain head of the C. I. O., it is 
urged. In fact, any one who dares suggest that 
Lewis is no longer fit to head a progressive labor 
organization is a dastardly ally of Willkie, Weir, 
Girdler and big business. This is typical communist 
logic with whose tortuous ways we have become 
familiar since the need to justify the Nazi-Soviet 
pact arose. Now the need to justify Lewis and to 
obstruct Roosevelt’s anti-Hitler policies is result- 
ing in fresh intellectual acrobatics by the left 
brethren. Nevertheless, we venture to remind 
those C. I. O. affiliates who are supporting the 
Lewis stand, that any union of which Lewis will 
remain a leader will henceforth strongly savour of 
company unionism—and what company! 
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A Jewish Army 


by David Ben-Gurion 





The first Nazi declaration of war was against the Jews. 
England is therefore morally obligated to encourage the 
formation of a Jewish unit in the war against Nazism. 





 pepetnag the cynics may say, this war is 
not merely a conflict between two competing 
Empires, arid it will not be won by mere physical 
and material superiority. It is as much a war of 
values as a war of interests, and moral factors as 
well as purely material ones will bear on the 
result. Nazi Germany and free England stand for 
two diametrically opposed ways of life. This 
explains the attitude of non-belligerents to the 
warring sides. While only peoples subdued or 
terrorized by the Nazis support Germany—and 
unwillingly at that—free people and free men in 
all countries are whole-heartedly behind England. 

England at present fights alone against heavy 
odds; but she is confident of ultimate victory for 
two reasons: the unlimited potentialities of her 
own vast Empire and the growing assistance of all 
free peoples and free men whose vital interest is 
that England’s cause should prevail. The Battle 
of England is the battle of a free world. This is 
a great source of strength; it also imposes obliga- 
tions on those responsible for the conduct of 
this war. 

England can confidently rely on being defended 
by the British Navy and the indomitable spirit of 
her citizens. But victory over the Nazis can only 
be secured by offensive action. Such action will 
require all the support, moral as well as material, 
which England can draw from all over the world. 
Just as the unrelaxing speed-up of arms production 
is a necessary pre-requisite of victory, so too is the 
unrelaxing and conclusive demonstration to the 
world of the spiritual and humane values for which 
England stands. Nothing will so strengthen the 
British cause as a growing conviction in all coun- 
tries that Britain fights not only in her own selfish 
interests, but also for a great ideal which is com- 
mon to all mankind. 

* * * 

Nothing more clearly illuminates the moral gulf 
dividing the two antagonists in the present war 
than their respective attitudes towards the Jewish 
people—a people physically most defenseless and 
oppressed, but morally most tenacious and uncom- 
promising; a people which for centuries has suf- 
fered persecution as no other people in history, 
but has never given up the ideals for which it has 
stood for thousands of years. The fact’may not 
yet be fully recognized, but Hitler started this war 
not with the invasion of Poland, but with the 
attack on Jewry the moment he came to power. 
Ruthless, cruel persecution of the Jews in Germany 





was for the Nazis just the first step along the road 
to world domination. It was a means of mobiliz- 
ing in every country those elements which might 
in due time be expected to assist Hitler in attain- 
ing his major aim—the subjection of the world. 
Just as Communist Russia did not rely on her 
internal strength, but endeavored to organize in 
other countries those elements in sympathy with 
her professed ideals, so Hitler could not limit 
himself to converting Germany into a military 
camp, but sought, in ruthless anti-Semitism, a 
means of organizing sympathy for himself in coun- 
tries which, sooner or later, he intended to conquer 
and subdue. The policy has proved to be not 
unsuccessful. Hitler’s crusade against the Jews 
has won for him in many countries adherents who 
would otherwise have had no sympathy whatever 
for the German aims. It is no mere coincidence 
that the Englishmen who have had to be put 
behind bars as elements dangerous to the safety 
of the realm are the very people who tried to 
imitate Hitler in their country by bolstering up an 
anti-Semitic movement. 

Hitler had another reason for declaring war on 
the Jews before turning his attention to the West- 
ern democracies. Nazidom was out to destroy 
every expression of freedom, justice, and love of 
one’s neighbor. With these ideals the very exist- 
ence of the Jews is bound up. From the beginning 
the attack was really directed at the great Western 
civilizations built up on these moral values. The 
Jews were the first victims because they were at 
the time the easiest victims. At them, therefore, 
was struck the first blow at the world which Hitler 
sought to destroy; Hitler knew that no Power, 
small or great, would go to war to defend the 
Jews. But it was short-sighted to imagine that 
the brutality of Hitler and the Nazis would con- 
‘fine itself to the Jews. Even as late as 1938 little 
heed was paid to the ominous flames which rose 
from burning synagogues in Germany. Those 
flames were soon to blaze up into a European con- 
flagration, and destroy the freedom and indepen- 
dence of a whole continent, from the Vistula to 
the Atlantic coast. 

* * * 

Only England still stands betwen Hitler and 
world domination. All the Allies are, for the 
time being, entirely crushed under the Nazi heel. 
The battle of humanity is now the Battle of Eng- 
land. For the first time in her history, England 
stands alone in a war of such magnitude. It is 
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also the first time in her history that foreign 
legions are fighting in England on English soil. 
Only recently a Bill had to be introduced into 
Parliament to give legal sanction to the establish- 
ment of no fewer than six foreign armies on 
British soil. This fact is not without significance 
for the moral strategy of this war. Owing to the 
unprecedented size of the British Army today 
(two million men under arms), the numerical im- 
portance of these foreign legions may not be very 
considerable; but the present British Government, 
with a deep understanding of the true character 
of the war they are waging, has realized the im- 
portance of demonstrating to the world at large 
that, to use the words of the Under-Secretary of 
State for War, “we are not fighting for British 
freedom alone; therefore, we are not fighting for 
a purely British victory.”” They recognize that, 
while the full weight of the struggle rests for the 
moment on the shoulders of the British people, the 
outcome of the war depends in no small measure 
on Britain’s ability to secure the participation of 
all other peoples who share and strive for the 
ideals which she fights to defend. 


* * 2K 


There are at present six foreign legions under 
arms on British soil representing Poland, Hol- 
land, Belgium, Norway, France, and Czecho- 
slovakia. One people is conspicuous by its absence 
—the people that was the first of all the victims 
of Nazi aggression, the people that, more than 
any other in the world, has the strongest reasons, 
both material and spiritual, for fighting to the 
last man against the Nazi monster. The Jews are 
omitted for no fault of their own—certainly not 
because they have refused to help or failed to 
offer their services. When war became imminent, 
the Jewish Agency, and the million Jews whom 
it represents, were resolved to throw their full 
weight on the side of the Allies. At the end of 
August, 1939, the President of the Jewish Agency, 
in a letter to the then Prime Minister, suggested 
that arrangements should be made with the Jew- 
ish Agency for utilizing Jewish man-power, tech- 
nical ability and resources for the prosecution of 
the war. When war was declared on September 
3rd, the Jewish Agency publicly stated that “the 
war now being forced upon Great Britain by Nazi 
Germany is our war, and all assistance that we 
may be able to give to the British Army and the 
British people we shall render whole-heartedly.” 
For the last year these offers to mobilize Jews, 
both in Palestine and abroad, into Jewish units 
for service with the British Army have been 
repeated. So far they have gone unheeded. 

The refusal to consider these offers, among 
others, may have been due to the traditional dis- 
like of foreigners serving in the British Army, and 
to the absence of any precedent for a foreign 
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legion in Great Britain. But since the collapse 
of France, the remnants of all the Allied Armies 
are concentrated in England, and a special Bill 
has had to be passed by Parliament in this con- 
nection. The omission of the Jews can, therefore, 
no longer be justified on these grounds. British 
public opinion—in the Press and in Parliament— 
has not passed over the matter in silence. On 
August 21st, when the Allied Forces Bill was dis- 
cussed in the House of Commons, several mem- 
bers called attention to the non-inclusion of the 
Jews among the foreign legions for which the 
legislation provides. The Under-Secretary of 
State for War attempted to evade the real issue 
by a purely legalistic argument that “the Bill 
deals with Governments that are ‘sovereign Gov- 
ernments,’ but the Jews have no Government of 
that kind.” It may be questioned whether, even 
from a purely formal point of view, this reply 
meets the case, 7. e., whether, for example, the 
Committee of General de Gaulle can properly be 
described as a “sovereign Government.” But the 
whole legal technicality is utterly irrelevant to the 
real military issue. The question is not whether 
the Jewish Agency should or should not be treated 
as a “sovereign Government,” but whether the 
tens or hundreds of thousands of Jews from 
Palestine and other countries who are willing and 
anxious to fight, as Jews, against Hitler and on 
the side of England, should be given an oppor- 
tunity of doing so. No people in the world has 
greater reason and greater need to fight Nazidom. 
Jews in Holland, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
France, Germany, Austria are not treated by the 
Nazis as Dutch, Belgians, Czechs, Frenchmen, 
Germans, or Austrians, but as Jews. As Jews 
they are entitled to fight against their persecutors. 


An Austrian or German Jew who has found 
refuge in England is still technically considered 
as an “enemy alien.’ This is in flagrant contra- 
diction to reality. A German Jew in England is 
an enemy not of England, but of Hitler. He is 
not a German; he is a Jew, and in common with 
the Jews of all other countries, he is uncompro- 
misingly hostile to everything Nazi Germany 
stands for. The mobilization of the maximum 
forces possible in the fight against Hitler is not a 
matter for legal formule; it requires psychological 
insight; and the people who of all are most eager 
to defeat Hitler, and most in need of defeating 
him, should not be deprived of their opportunity 


‘because they do not happen to fit in with obsolete 


formule and definitions which are irrelevant to 
the purposes of this war. The exclusion of the 
Jews, as Jews, from the common war effort is 
incompatible with the character and aims of the 
war which Great Britain is now waging. 

In Czarist Russia there was-always a proviso in 
all laws defining the rights and privileges of the 
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Russian citizen—a proviso consisting of the words 
“except Jews.” It is inconceivable that the war 
for freedom and justice which Britain is waging 
today, not for herself alone, but for the whole 
human race, should be a war for freedom and 
justice for. everyone ‘‘except Jews.” In fact, 
“except Jews” is one of the Nazi principles which 
England is out to destroy. The Jewish people 


claims its rightful place among other peoples in | 


this war against the Nazis. The formation of a 
Jewish Army, as part of the Allied Forces, is more 
than a right; it is a necessity of the moral strategy 
of this war which is waged not merely for national 
self-interest, but for human justice and freedom. 


* * * 


The entry of Italy into the war has seriously 
affected the situation in the Mediterranean, and 
greatly increased the danger to Palestine. Before 
final victory is won, Palestine may be attacked, 
and even invaded by the enemy; if that happens, 
the Jews there will be in supreme peril. Their 
fate will not be the fate of the other peoples— 
Norwegian, Dutch, or French—now under Nazi 
occupation. All these suffer terrible oppression, 
but their physical survival is not challenged; while 
even a temporary occupation of Palestine by the 
enemy may mean the complete destruction of the 
Jewish community there by the combined forces 
of the invaders and their local supporters. It 
should not be forgotten that the terrorist cam- 
paign against Jews and British in Palestine in the 
four years before the war was inspired and sup- 
ported throughout by Mussolini and Hitler. The 
immediate full mobilization of all available Jew- 
ish man-power in Palestine, ‘both for self-defense 
and for the defense of the country and of other 
British positions in the Near East, is therefore an 
urgent and burning necessity which brooks no 
delay. 

The defection of France has added enormously 
to Britain’s difficulties in the defense of the Near 
East. Her other Allies in that part of the world 
—Turkey, Egypt, Iraq—while maintaining a 
friendly attitude, are, for reasons of their own, 
anxious to remain neutral. The Jews of Palestine 
are the only community in the country which, from 
the outset, has declared its readiness to fight ac- 
tively on the side of England. It is also the only 
community in the Near East which possesses the 
technical skill, scientific resources, and modern 
industry, needed for the present war. Neglect to 
utilize these assets to the full may prove disastrous 
—and not only to the Jews themselves. 


In a war of this magnitude temporary setbacks 
need not affect the final issue; even the loss of the 
Near East will not be decisive. The war will go 
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on, and will be won. But those responsible for 
the conduct of the war can hardly disregard the 
grave moral injury which will result to the Allied 
cause should Palestine be invaded and the Jews 
massacred while they are deprived by the manda- 
tory of the right and means of defending them- 
selves and the country. Nobody could be blamed 
if the Jews of Palestine went down fighting. But 
refusal to mobilize the Jews of Palestine will place 
the heaviest responsibility on the Mandatory 
should a temporary reverse in the Near East ex- 
pose Palestine to invasion. Apart from the Gov- 
ernment’s responsibility, it would be a serious 
strategical blunder not to make full use of those 
(not-too-numerous) forces in the Near East which 
are eager to join the Allies. All Arabs in Pales- 
tine who are willing to volunteer should by all 
means be encouraged to do so. But if for the 
time being they fail—for some reason or other— 
to come forward, this can certainly be no reason 
for preventing the Jews from doing so. 


The immediate establishment of a Jewish Army 
in Palestine is a matter of life and death for the 
Jews of Palestine; it is imperative for the mainte- 
nance of Allied positions in the Near East; it is, 
moreover, an indispensable factor in the moral 
strategy of this war. 
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250,000 Jewish Casualties 


in the Present War 


by Abo Reichman 


Without being listed as a belligerent in the pres- 
- ent war, Jews have already suffered heavier 
casualties than any of the warring nations. 





M ORE JEWS were killed during the first year 

of the present war in Europe, than through- 
out the four and a half years of the first world 
war. | 

The following study of the number of Jewish 
casualties is based on reliable and trustworthy 
sources. It should also be noted that the figures 
henceforth cited are more likely to represent an 
underestimation rather than an exaggeration. In 
such cases where the reports of the casualties var- 
ied, I have invariably used those sources of in- 
formation that cited the lesser numbers. 

Last winter, during my stay in London, I have 
made a daily record of the broadcasts of the anti- 
Nazi ‘Freedom Station.” Until the collapse of 
France, this station was located in France near the 
German border. The anti-Nazi ‘Freedom Sta- 
tion’”’ was established over two years ago, shortly 
after the annexation of Austria. It was directed 
by several well known Austrian and German 
democrats, liberals and labor leaders who fled 
from the Third Reich. The ‘Freedom Station” 
set itself the double task of disseminating informa- 
tion to the outside world of what transpires within 
Germany, and of informing the German and Aus- 
trian people of events outside their borders. 

From the very outset this ‘Freedom Station” 
established a record of responsibility and reliabil- 
ity. It at once became evident that its sponsors 
were not out to create sensations or to capitalize 
on their work. At no time did the “Freedom Sta- 
tion” appeal for financial aid, nor did it ever men- 
tion by name any of the people who were engaged 
in this dangerous labor. 

The German “Freedom Station” commanded 
the services of trustworthy correspondents who 
were sworn to secrecy in every city of considerable 
size in Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia and 
later also in Poland. These sent in reports of 
Nazi activities for transmission to the outer world. 
It is obvious why it is impossible at this time to re- 
veal either the names of these people or the man- 
ner in which they maintained their contact with the 
broadcasters. However, I wish to assure the 
reader that opportunities for such work within 
Germany existed all along, despite the great num- 
ber of Gestapo agents and spies who flood every 
corner of the countries occupied by Germany. Be- 
hind the backs of the Nazi police it is still possible 


to send out important information if-only one pos- 
sesses the necessary daring, caution and devotion. 

I have Stopped at some length to discuss the 
German “Freedom Station’ because Jews and 
their fate occupied a prominent place i in its work, 
Nearly eighty percent of the news in its broadcasts 
was concerned with the persecution and the suffer- 
ing of Jews under the Nazi regi:ne. This despite 
the fact that there was not a single Jew among the 
people who operated the station and conducted its 
broadcasts. 

It is from this anti-Nazi “Freedom” radio sta- 
tion operating within Germany that much of our 
information concerning the number of Jewish cas- 
ualties in the present war is gleaned. This is espe- 
cially true so far as our information about Poland 
is concerned. Let us now consider the various 
European countries that were affected by the war. 


Poland 


In March, 1940, the anti-Nazi “Freedom Sta- 
tion” reported many details and figures concerning 
the unparalleled catastrophe that befell Polish 
Jewry. According to this information two and a 
half million Jews had lived in the Nazi occupied 
part of Poland before its occupation. By March 
there were only two million Jews left. What had 
become of the half million Jews? The following 
figures provided the answer to this question. 

Three hundred thousand Jews had fled to the 
Soviet Union. About one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand perished in the Nazi bombardments, which 
were mainly directed at unfortified and undefend- 
ed Polish cities and towns, were killed after the 
occupation, or met their death through suicide and 
the various epidemics that raged in Poland during 
the past winter’ Twenty thousand Jews were 
taken to Germany for forced labor; approximately 
thirty thousand fled to Wilno (first handed to 
Lithuania and later incorporated into the Soviet 
Union), to Italy (whence they sought to reach 
Palestine), to Hungary and Rumania. 

In broadcasting this soul searing report, dus 
“Freedom Station’ noted that in these figures 
were not included the Jewish soldiers in the Polish 
army, an estimated fifteen thousand of whom are 
reckoned to have lost their lives on the battlefields 
during the four weeks’ duration of the fighting. 
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In addition to the above casualties nearly twen- 
ty thousand Jewish children were lost during the 
mass exiles and shifts in population that the Nazi 
conquerors of Poland carried out. As a result of 
ceaseless efforts on the part of the Jewish commu- 
nities in Poland, about ten thousand of these were 
finally found and reunited with their parents. 
The other ten thousand children are lost to this 
day and it is estimated that about five thousand of 
these have perished. 

During the first six months of the present war, 
Polish Jewry has thus suffered one hundred and 
seventy thousand casualties. Seven months have 
passed since then and the loss in life among Polish 
Jews during this period has grown still larger. 
But of these seven months we do not yet have any 
definite information or reports. 

I also wish to point out that after the announce- 
ments of the “‘Freedom Station” accounted for one 
hundred and fifty thousand Jewish casualties in 
Poland, the Jewish World Congress issued a state- 
ment at its office in Paris that on the basis of trust- 
worthy reports the number of casualties reached a 
quarter million. But, as I mentioned earlier, I 
will, in this discussion, accept only the more con- 
servative figures of the “Freedom Station.” For 
the entire first year of the war, these estimates 
reach a total of two hundred thousand Jewish 
casualties in Poland alone. 


Germany and Austria 


It is a well established fact that immediately 
after the outbreak of the war the Nazi “Gestapo”’ 
carried out mass arrests among the Polish Jews 
living in the Reich. These were sent to the Buch- 
enwald concentration camp. Altogether five thou- 
sand Polish Jews living in‘Germany, ten thousand 
living in Austria and a considerable number resid- 
ing in Czechoslovakia were affected. Estimates 
among informed Jewish circles in Berlin and Vien- 
na declared that by April, 1940 over five thousand 
of these arrested Jews had been murdered at 
Buchenwald. (Two thousand of those arrested in 
Germany and three thousand from Austria.) 
And we must bear in mind that there were also 
numerous Jews interned: in other concentration 
camps, such as Dachau, Sachsenhausen, places 
where torture and murder were no rarity. I am 
also in possession of names of Jews who perished 
in Germany and Austria outside of concentration 
camps. Taking all this into consideration we will 
not exaggerate if we accept the figures quoted 
among informed Jews in Berlin and Vienna that 
throughout the entire first year of the war, the 
number of Jews that perished within the Third 
Reich reaches ten thousand. 


France 


There were forty thousand Jews in the French 
army. Fifteen thousand of these were volunteers 
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from among the Jewish refugees from Germany, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia and Poland. There are 
no definite figures available today as to the number 
of Jews who perished on the battlefield, from 
Nazi bombardments of French cities or after the 
German occupation of the country. In addition 
there was a considerable number of suicides 
among French Jews and many lost their lives after 
they had been transferred to concentration camps 
within Germany. 


But we do know that the Jewish community of 
nearly half a million that lived in France in free- 
dom and peace just before the outbreak of the war 
now lies crushed and that its loss of life is under 
no circumstances less than five thousand. 


Holland and Belgium 


In Holland and Belgium, which were simultan- 
eously attacked by the Nazis, there lived a quarter 
of a million Jews. Both countries mobilized a mil- 
lion men in their armies; among these there were 
fifteen thousand Jews. It is a known fact that the 
army of Holland suffered great losses. The 
Dutch city of Rotterdam which contained a large 
Jewish community was especially hard hit by the 
Nazi bombardments. After these two countries 
had been occupied, they were swept by a wave of 
suicides among Jews as a result of the mass ar- 
rests, internments in concentration camps and loot- 
ing that followed the occupation. 


[ have been informed by prominent Jewish refu- 
gees from these two countries while I was in Lon- 
don that the bombardments alone accounted for 
the loss of five hundred Jewish lives and another 
five hundred committed suicide in the weeks imme- 
diately after the occupation. We must therefore 
conclude on the basis of estimates of losses in the 
armies of Holland and Belgium that altogether no 
less than five thousand Jews died in these two 
countries. 


England 


Twenty five thousand Jews serve in the British 
forces protecting England and its numerous pos- 
sessions. They are scattered in the navy, air force 
as well as in the British territorial army. Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill declared that one 
hundred thousand English soldiers fell during 
the first year of the war. Among these were sev- 
eral hundred Jews. And speaking of England 
there immediately come to mind the murderous 
bombardments of the civilian population of 
London which were especially heavy over the 
East end of the city where tens of thousands of 
Jews reside. Trustworthy estimates of the effect 
of these bombardments during August and Sep- 
tember place the number of Jewish victims as 
well over one thousand. 
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Palestine 


In Palestine the bombardments are carried out 
by Germany’s ally, Italy. Nearly two hundred 
Jews perished from Italian bombs in Haifa and 


Tel Aviv. 


Oe ee 


We must also not overlook the Russo-Finnish 
war. On the Russian side, at least, there must 
have been a large number of Jewish soldiers due 
to the compact masses of Jews residing in the 
western part of the Soviet Union. Nor should 
we forget the constant pogroms in Slovakia and 
the pogroms in Rumania which accompanied the 
Soviet occupation of Bessarabia. Hundreds of 
innocent Jewish civilians were killed in these out- 
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bursts of savage anti-Semitism in Rumania. The 
twenty thousand Jews who lived in Nazi occupied 
Norway and Denmark have also not escaped 
unharmed. 

Adding all the above figures we find that the 
known Jewish casualties during the first year of 
the war reach close to two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand. This number is greater than the total num- 
ber of Jewish casualties during the entire four and 
a half years of the first world war. According to 
the statistics of the Alliance of Jewish Front Line 
Soldiers nearly two hundred and forty thousand 
Jews lost their lives in that.conflict. 

The war is still in its early stages. But we, 
Jews, have already paid a total in lives out of all 
proportion. 


Albert Einstein Discusses Religion 


by Hayim Greenberg 





gy IS related that Victor Hugo once “discred- 
ited” himself with a question he asked in the 
company of professional natural scientists. The 
French astronomer Arago developed his views on 
the nature of comets before a group of friends and 
when he ended Victor Hugo said: “But tell me, 
my dear Arago, what is the nature of a comet’s 
soul?” Those present were shocked at such a 
pointless query. What sense is there in asking a 
physicist or an astronomer about the soul of any 
thing when his branch of science has nothing to do 
with any kind of psychic processes or manifesta- 
tions? 

But Albert Einstein need not feel shocked if a 
similar question is addressed to him. No man 
must answer questions which have nothing to do 
with his specialty as long as he confines himself to 
the boundaries of his scientific sphere. But when 
a mathematician or natural scientist encroaches on 
the field of philosophy and expresses opinions or 
convictions amounting to or indicative of a Welt- 
anschauung, it is perfectly legitimate to question 
him concerning the soul of the universe and whe- 
ther the universe has a soul. 

In his paper submitted to the Conference on 
Science, Philosophy and Religion* Albert Einstein 
again raised the old question of the inter-relation 
between science and religion. Those who expect- 
ed him to discuss this problem in the light of the 
theory of relativity, and of modern physics in gen- 
eral, were disappointed. Einstein made no men- 
tion of his own theories in mathematics and phys- 
ics despite the fact that during the last two dec- 
ades there has grown up a considerable literature 





* This conference was held on September 10-11, 1940 at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, New York. 


on the philosophical implications of his doctrine. 
In explaining his views on religion and its place in 
our civilization he applied no special gnoseological 
method and approached the subject on the basis 
of conventional logic and what is accepted as com- 
mon sense. This made it possible for those un- 
able to follow Einstein’s mathematical abstrac- 
tions to understand the pattern of his philosoph- 
ical thoughts and gave them the right to question 
his premises. 

Einstein does not concede the existence of any 
inherent conflict between reason and faith. The 
‘countless clashes between scientific truths and the 
religious world outlook occurred, in Einstein’s 
estimation, when either science attempted to tran- 
scend its legitimate functions and to become an 
arbiter of spiritual and moral values or religion 
pretended to be the source and the only authority 
in matters that can- best be settled in a scientific 
manner. It is naturally impossible to reconcile 
Darwin with Bishop Lightfoot who, at the begin- 
ning of the seventeenth century, categorically de- 
clared that no one must doubt the fact that God, 
or the Holy Trinity, created man on a Friday of 
the year 4004 B. C. at nine o’clock in the morning. 
A conflict must also arise in every case when 
science, whose function it is to study facts and 
their inter-relationshiv, attempts to deny spiritual 
values or to set up its own system of values. 

In this respect Einstein, of course, did not in- 
tend to reveal anything new. The boundary lines 
between science and religion have long ago been 
clearly drawn. The scientifically minded man can 
also be genuinely religious and Einstein has a word 
of censure for those who seek to prove that science 
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is coextensive with the sum total of human cultural 
processes. To put it in his own words: “Repre- 
sentatives of science have often made an attempt 
to arrive at fundamental judgments with respect 
to values and ends on the basis of scientific method, 
and in this way have set themselves in opposition 
to religion,” but “these conflicts have all sprung 
from fatal errors.” 

After such an introduction it could have been 
expected that Einstein would approach the funda- 
mental religious concepts unencumbered with dog- 
matized patterns of purely scientific methodology 
and that he would manifest a sympathetic under- 
standing for those aspects of spiritual life that are 
not within the sphere of mathematics or physics. 
But this time too he clung to the old, and by now 
classical, opposition to the so-called ‘“‘theistic”’ reli- 
gious concepts. In this respect he redefined, in his 
own manner, the doubts of many scientific—or 
predominantly scientific—minds concerning faith 
in a God who cannot be conceived of in the specific 
terms of mathematics and the natural sciences. 

It is the fault of most historical religions, ac- 
cording to Einstein, that they have made the con- 
cept of a personal God the foundation stone of 
their religious structures. But a personal God— 
he maintains—is but a fiction created by non-scien- 
tific, or pre-scientific reasoning. To a large extent 
it is alleged to be also a sublimation of one time 
primitive faith in idols. But, Einstein declares, 
belief in a Godhead is not essential to leading a 
truly religious life which finds expression in “being 
preoccupied with thoughts, feelings and aspira- 
tions to which one clings because of their super- 
personal value.” 

It would take us too far-afield to examine why 
such large sections of the human race abandoned 
faith in a Deity which represented a sum of imper- 
sonal forces, for a belief in a personal God, and 
especially why this transition occurred during a 
period of progressive development in the human 
race. At any rate, such a transition would not 
have occurred had the pre-theistic religions been 
capable of gratifying human religious thirst and of 
providing a satisfactory answer to metaphysical 
yearnings. Neither does Einstein provide a satis- 
factory solution to these human yearnings. And 
the two basic elements of his religious outlook—a 
strict, orderly and logical procedure of natural 
events (instead of a personal God) and. man’s 
self-identification with super-personal values—will 
provide no consolation and will not make the 
world more “‘acceptable”’ to man. 

I purposely employ the largely hedonistic term 
“consolation” for no matter how one may inter- 
pret the concept “‘religion” it would have no signi- 
ficance, in the final analysis, unless it were to pro- 
vide humanity with the certainty (or probability, 
as some philosophical minimalists would claim) 


13 


that the values which the human spirit has pro- 
duced or manifested are not illustory but belong 
somehow to ultimate reality, and are rooted in the 
very essence of the world. In his address Einstein 
spoke with unconcealed contempt of ‘‘Fear” and 
‘‘Hope”’ as the sources of theistic religions and 
philosophies. But why should fear and hope be 
considered as non-legitimate stimuli? And why 
should the conception of a personal God, who is 
conceived as the eternal guardian and bearer of 
values and who is not indifferent to the fate of 
man, be considered as false? Is such a conception 
of God too pragmatic, too much made to order to 
fit our needs and desires? Is such a conception too 
good to be true? Is it enough to prove that a cer- 
tain idea is based on wish fulfillment in order to 
discredit it? If this were so, science itself would 
be discredited. For is not science itself, abstract 
as well as applied, an answer to man’s hedonistic 
emotions—a product of man’s fear of the natural 
forces and his hopes to control and rule them, a 
product of man’s fear of darkness, the unknown, 
the lawless and the chaotic? 

There is no doubt that religion, and especially 
theistic religion, is largely stimulated by fear and 
the need to overcome this feeling and to establish 
a harmonious relationship between man and his 
cosmic environment. If this fear were unfounded 
and merely a result of superstition and false 
notions, the religious mentality, as we know it, 
would not exist. But the feeling of fear which is 
at the root of most creative religious processes is 
not aroused only by floods, deluges or by such 
imaginary dangers as devils. On the contrary, the 
source of this fear is primarily a “worrying about” 
the fate of human values. Fear of death, for in- 
stance, is a primary element of those psychic ten- 
sions which contributed to the formation of the re- 
ligious mentality we are most familiar with. But 
this fear is not baseless. If we do not wish to de- 
ceive ourselves, we will realize that this fear will 
not be eliminated by any theory purporting to 
prove that death is a natural and orderly pheno- 
menon in the cosmic set-up. A person may accept 
such a theory rationally but its implications about 
the “naturalness” of death will not gain his moral 
approbation. Einstein is inclined to consider the 
belief in survival after death as an expression of 
fear and he refuses to see the eternal moral pro- 
test against destruction of life and the values of 
life that is expressed in the various manifestations 
of belief in immortality. 

Here we approach what appears to me to be 
the most essential element in the process of reli- 
gious creativity. 

I will not undertake to add one more general 
definition of religion to the dozens already ad-- 
vanced. But it would be difficult to find fault with 
the claim that, from a certain point of view, reli- 
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gion is probably the most daring attempt to con- 
ceive the totality of world existence in ethical 
terms. Fear plus Promethean ethical demands on 
a responsive cosmos—demands which, if met, 
would put an end to fear—are the foundation of 
religion. (Were fear the only source of theistic 
religion, there might even be some justice in the 
old anecdote that Schleiermacher’s dog was more 
pious than his master.) 

But Einstein seems to ignore the thesis that, 
whatever the relationship between. religion and 
ethics, religion is, from a certain point of view, the 
product of human inability to acquiesce to an un- 
moral or amoral world-totality. Einstein con- 
cedes the validity of moral values in and for 
humanity; he even accepts worship of these values 
as the quintessence of religious life. But at the 
same time he seems to be unable to find any basis 
for considering these values as being really an- 
chored in the attributes of the cosmos. But the 
creative significance of the theistic religious men- 
tality consists precisely in that it projects higher 
human values into the cosmos and in that it as- 
sumes that these values belong to its very essence. 

Belief in immortality should therefore be look- 
ed upon not merely as wish fulfillment nor only 
as a compensation for our fears but also as a de- 
mand of our moral sense and an assumption that 
within the cosmos there exists an even higher 
moral awareness which would preclude total anni- 
hilation as an epilogue to human fate. It is pre- 
cisely for this reason that religion gravitates to- 
ward some form of Theism. Religion finds no 
sympathy for human values in the impersonal 
forces of nature. (It finds no antipathy either, 
but this does not alter the situation.) But into the 
concept of a personal God there enters a certain 
measure of reciprocity in the relations between 
men and the “supreme power,” responsibility for 
the fate of human values, even though these are on 
a different plane from the values ascribed to the 
personal God. Einstein refuses to recognize that 
if he were to prove the non-existence of a personal 
God (something that cannot be demonstrated 
scientifically as Einstein himself admitted in his 
address) he would thereby open broad vistas for a 
pessimistic world outlook, but not for religion ora 
cosmodecy. For even those values which Einstein 
considers to be the main elements in religion— 
truth, goodness, beauty—are real and can have 
objective worth under one condition only—if they 
are accepted as values by somebody or something 
in addition to humankind. (Not in vain do we find 
in Talmudic literature an expression of the notion 
that the Torah—law—is obligatory also for God 
and that He studies it before making decisions. 
This is a highly anthropomorphic approach. An 
even more “shocking” example is another popular 
conception, also to be found in the Talmudic liter- 


ature, according to which God puts on phylac- 
teries. A delicate ear, however, will detect in 
these conceptions the vibrations of a creative reli- 
gious force, the striving after ultimate certainty 
that “law” is not something merely human, and 
does not affect extra human existence, thus becom- 
ing unreal to all intents and purposes.) For the 
religious minded it is not enough to accept the the- 
sis propounded by Einstein—that there exists an 
eternal rhythm of strict order and logical sequence 
in the universe. Such a thesis will not make one 
feel ‘tat home” in the universe. Nor is the as- 
sumption that there are in nature “personality 
building activities’—an assumption advanced by 
the American theologian Matthews—suficiently 
meaningful to make the world “‘acceptable.” Re- 
ligion requires, -in addition, that (granted that 
there is no extra-cosmic or transcendental God) 
the natural forces or activities should be aware of 
their existence and of their own nature. Without 
such an awareness they remain indifferent, irres- 
ponsible and amoral. No reciprocity may be es- 
tablished with unconscious forces even if we as- 
sume that these automatically (according to what 
mechanical laws?) produce the highest known to 
us values of the spirit and of personality. In 
order to establish such a spiritual and moral bond 
with these forces, they must contain within them- 
selves something which can only be characterized 
as “personal.” 


In this connection it is easy to understand the 
irony of the greatest master of this art in our era, 
Anatole France. Discussing the hypothesis that 
our entire universe is doomed to physical disinteg- 
ration as well as the destruction of all spiritual 
values ever created by any being on any planet, 
France said: “It is unimportant whether the uni- 
verse will really perish or not, whether this will 
occur tomorrow or many billion years hence. 
What is important is whether, when this has hap- 
pened, there will be a God who will address His 
courtiers on the ruins of his creation in somewhat 
the following words: ‘This has been a glorious 
game. Let us begin from the beginning again’.” 

The fundamental question in this instance is 
very simple: whether the appearance of personal- 
ity in the world is an accident, or a logical conse- 
quence of the essence of our cosmos. Bertrand 
Russell, for instance, holds that consciousness, 
spirit, will and personality are essentially some- 
thing alien and accidental to our universe. We 
will not pause to ask at this point how such 
“accidents” could take place in a self-inclosed uni- 
verse and whether such accidents are not more 
miraculous, more irrational than a personal God 
who creates out of nothing. But if we accept Rus- 
sell’s view, it becomes clear that all our values are, 


‘in the final analysis, also accidental and therefore 


unreal. Einstein, however, refuses to consider 
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human values as accidental or illusory. On the 
contrary, he is inclined to ascribe to them genuine 
reality. But whence do they derive their reality if 
they exist only for the human spirit? It is quite 
possible that Einstein’s denial of the element of 
personality at the basis of the universe is a result 
of his thinking in terms of physics. This method 
of thinking, the only legitimate one for its special 
sphere, seems to have created with Einstein a kind 
of “inhibition” wherever such non-physical con- 
cepts as personality are involved. He thinks in 
physicomorphic terms, if we may be allowed to use 
such an adjective. 


A biologist will naturally suffer much less from 
such intellectual “inhibitions” and we find that 
Henri Bergson, whose philosophical orientation is 
primarily directed toward biology, easily assimi- 
lated the concept of personality on a cosmic scale. 
“Tt seems to me,” he wrote more than two decades 
ago, “that personality is in the very intention of 
the evolution of life, and that the human personal- 
ity is just one mode in which this intention is real- 
ized. It is therefore very probable that the spir- 
itual source of life whence our personality springs 
should be personal itself. Of course, personal in 
a different way, without all those accidental traits 
which in our mind form part of our personality 
and which are bound up with the existence of the 
body, personal in a large sense of the term—a 
spiritual unity expressing itself in the creative pro- 
cess of evolution.”’ With such a lantern to light 
his way, it was therefore not difficult for Bergson 
to manifest intellectual sympathies even for such 
an element in Judaeo-Christian religiosity as the 
Fatherhood of a personal God. 


In connection with Einstein’s address, it may be 
permissible to quote from ‘a conversation between 
him and Rabindranath Tagore.* I will only cite a 
few lines from the dialogue between the European 
scientist and the Asiatic poet: 


Einstein—Truth or Beauty is not independent of man? 

Tagore—No. 

Einstein—If there would be no human beings any more, 
the Apollo of Belvedere would no longer be beautiful ? 

Tagore—No. 

Einstein—I agree with regard to this conception of 
Beauty, but not with regard to Truth. 

Tagore—Why not? Truth is realized through man. 

Einstein—I cannot prove that my conception is right, 
but that is my religion. I cannot prove scientifically 
that truth must be conceived as something that is valid 
independent of humanity; but I believe it firmly. I 
believe, for instance, that the Pythagorean theorem in 
geometry states something that is approximately true, 
independent of the existence of man. Anyway, if 
there is a reality, independent of man, there is also a 
truth relative to this reality; and in the same way the 
negation of the first engenders a negation of the exist- 
ence of the other. 


If there is no personal God, then Tagore was 





* Tagore kept notes of this conversation which he included in his work 
“Religion of Man.”’ 
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absolutely right in this conversation. In order 
that truth and beauty should have extra-human 
validity, there must be someone outside of man to 
know truth and enjoy beauty. With his contention 
that Pythagoras’ theorem would remain true even 
without human beings, Einstein actually implied 
the possible existence of a personal God. (Ein- 
stein could have maintained, with equal justice, 
that the Apollo of Belvedere would remain beauti- 
ful even without the existence of human beings. 
For if there exists a ‘“‘someone” who is capable of 
grasping geometric theorems, there is no reason 
why that “someone” should not also be capable of 
appreciating esthetic values. ) 

In the above dialogue Einstein showed himself 
to be much closer to Theism than in his recent 
address. Were he to return today to his one-time 
conception of truth as demonstrable also outside 
the limits of human thought, he would find no dif- 
ficulty in taking a second step—that goodness and 
beauty are also of cosmic, and not only human, 
value. Einstein would then also not have to ac- 
cept the existence of an other-wordly, supernat- 
ural God, the solely transcendental God of our 
historical religions. For also an immanent God, 
one who can be interpreted by pantheists as “‘coex- 
tensive’ with nature, can be a living, personal, 
conscious God, “‘endowed”’ with will and responsib- 
ility for the fate of His creatures—or, if we were 
to employ biological terminology, responsible for 
the fate of his children. 


If Arago—whom we mentioned at the begin- 
ning of this essay — were only an astronomer 
confining himself to the narrow bounds of his 
science, he would not have had to answer Victor 
Hugo’s question—what is the soul of a comet? 
More than that, he would even have been under 
no obligation to understand such a question. But 
if Arago had also been a philosophical thinker, 
and religious minded, Hugo’s question should 
have been familiar and easily understandable to 
him. And although he might not know what is the 
soul of a comet, he could have, without any loss of 
prestige as a scientist, accepted the premise that a 
comet also has a soul, that the universe has a soul, 
and that that soul is at least as potent a force as 
man’s soul. I purposely stress the words at least, 
because of Einstein’s sharp opposition to anthro- 
pomorphic concepts and images. It is true that 
certain degrees and forms of anthropomorphism 
are the stumbling block of all theistic religions as 
well as of many philosophial systems. But even 
scientific thinking is not entirely blameless in this 
respect. It will suffice to recall that the concept 
“law,” a concept without which it would be impos- 
sible to make any headway in the natural sciences, 
originated in human, social affairs, that it was first 
applied to organized society, and only later pro- 
jected into the realm of natural phenomena. As 
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long as we remain the human beings we are, it‘ ap- 
pears unlikely that we will ever liberate ourselves 
entirely from anthropomorphic modes of thought. 
The history of monotheistic religions relates of 
many struggles against this inner compulsion to 
think in anthropomorphic terms, against the ten- 
dency to underestimate the supreme power when 
describing it, against the process of “‘creating God 
in our own image.” As a result of these struggles 
many religions have evolved a form of negative 
dogmatism, a definition of what God is not, in 
order to avoid imagining Him in an all too human 
form. So far as positive definitions are concerned 
all theistic religions are fatally anthropomorphic, 
and there seems to be no complete escape from 
this dilemma. There can therefore only exist the 
problem of reducing and purifying the elements of 
anthropomorphism, of primitive stuff. Any too 
rigorous opposition to the anthropomorphist mode 
of thought must in the end lead merely to hylo- 
morphism, as it did in Einstein’s case, to a large 
extent. (Hylomorphism is a world outlooked ex- 
pressed in terms of what is lower than man, in 
terms of matter, of things instead of personality. ) 
But in that case it becomes impossible to. answer 
the question how spirit and personality arose in a 
world of impersonal matter and forces, how one 
drop in the ocean can contain elements not to be 
found in the ocean as a whole. We thus are trap- 
ped in a circle from which there is no escape. All 
forms of existence—present, possible and conceiv- 
able—must be imagined as either sub-personal 
(minerals and possibly plants), or personal and 
super-personal. We have no conception of any 
fourth category. Unless one is inclined to accept 
the paradox of a universe of which personality is a 
part but which is itself sub-personal, one is forced 
to think in terms of either personality or super- 
personality. In other words, God must be at least 
“personal.” If He is more than that, it does not 
follow that He is “impersonal” but rather that He 
also contains personality and individuality among 
His aspects. 


I am not so naive as to assume that I have 
proved my point. I know that no single meta- 
physical argument can be considered convincing in 
the accepted sense of the word. There exists no 
absolute compulsion of logic as a result of which 
Einstein should feel impelled to accept the thesis 
that the universe as a whole must contain at least 
that element of personality which manifests it- 
self in mankind. But a hylomorphic world is in- 
capable of releasing our religious tensions. In such 
a world the values which Einstein would like to 
see as the basis of a religious life—truth, good- 
ness and beauty—would have no reality. 
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by Shlomo Katz 





HEN MORTIMER SPIVACK reached 

his junior year at college, he was confronted 
with a minor crisis in his career. During the first 
two years at the university he regularly enrolled 
for the basic military science courses. These 
courses were compulsory. But although Mor- 
timer was opposed to militarism and belonged to 
the liberal Social Problems Club on the campus, 
he did not feel so strongly on the subject of mili- 
tary training as to refuse being enrolled and mak- 
ing a test case out of his opposition. Especially 
since such a test would inevitably have ended in 
his expulsion from the university. 

During the first term of his freshman year, 
Mortimer felt a little bit ashamed of his military 
training. He was particularly self-conscious when 
he had to put on the gaudy uniform with the 
maroon and gold shoulder straps and the blue 
trimmings. As soon as the forty-five minute period 
of “drill” was over, he would hurry to his locker 
and change to his civilian clothes. When, on 
occasion, he did not have enough time to change 
clothes, he would raise his overcoat collar high 
to hide as much of the uniform as possible while 
riding home on the street car. 

But in a few weeks he learned to ignore the 
military training course. This course was given 
only three times a week. Hundreds of other 
students had to take this compulsory training. 
And since the instructors were aware of the an- 
tagonism of the students, they made things as easy 
as possible. Examinations were hardly more than 
formalities, and within the memory of the oldest 
student on the campus no one had ever failed to 
pass a compulsory military course. “Drill” with 
old and unusable rifles also turned out to be less 
displeasing than was originally anticipated. Mor- 
timer, who prided himself on his anti-militarism, 
at first experienced some minor pangs of a stricken 
conscience when he caught himself actually enjoy- 
ing handling the rifle, aiming it, bringing it smart- 
ly to his shoulder. Later on, this, too, passed. 
His conscience was adequately assuaged at the 
weekly meetings of the Social Problems Club and 
the various measures it took in the fight against 
compulsory military training. 

It was when Mortimer Spivack finished his sec- 
ond year of college, that the military problem 
presented itself acutely in a different light. Stu- 
dents were urged to take an advanced military 
course during their third and fourth years at 
college. This course was voluntary and was ac- 
companied by:a monetary subsidy which could go 
a long way in helping to defray tuition fees. In 





addition, there was a six weeks summer training 
course at a military reservation with pay. Upon 
graduation the student was also commissioned as 
a second lieutenant in reserve. 

When the idea that it might be a sensible plan 
to take the advanced military course, first occurred 
to Mortimer, during his sophomore year, he em- 
phatically rejected it in his mind. He even blamed 
himself for such a lapse and decided to forget 
the matter and never think of it again. The idea! 
He, Mortimer Spivack, who was treasurer of the 
Social Problems Club and actively participated in 
the annual demonstration against compulsory 
training, voluntarily allowing himself to become 
an officer in the capitalist army of Wall Street. 
And all for the sake of a few paltry dollars. It 
was unthinkable. 

But spring came along and the question of how 
to finance his tuition during the junior year be- 
come more pressing. The subject kept recurring 
in his mind and gradually assumed a different 
aspect. After all, he would merely be taking ad- 
vantage of an existing evil, sort of exploiting the 
exploiters. There’s nothing wrong with that. He 
certainly wouldn’t fall for the “principles” they 
dished out. And then there was still another way 
of looking at it. It might not be a bad idea if 
some radical and socialist students did take the 
course. It might even be definitely desirable that 
they should, and not leave only reactionary or 
politically indifferent students to qualify to become 
officers. There was plenty of educational work to 
be done in that field. And in case of any 
emergency it was obviously better to have some 
real radicals in command of troops, fellows who 
could maintain contact with radical elements 
among the rank and file. 

Mortimer knew that he was bluffing. Neverthe- 
less he broached the subject to some kindred 
souls in the Social Problems Club and was amazed 
to discover that they were not at all shocked by 
his contemplated defection from anti-militarism. 
As a matter of fact, some of them planned to do 
the same thing. But they did clip his wings a bit. 

“Look, Mortimer,” one of them told him, 
‘‘you are an incorrigible idealist and as naive as 
a child. Why drag in the revolution, and barri- 
cades, and your noble role on these barricades? 
Why it’s really as simple as can be. Would you 
take a job with some reactionary manufacturer? 
Of course you would. Working for him doesn’t 
mean working with him. You can work for him, 
get your salary, and still hate him. After all, 
one has to make a living. So why the hell indulge 
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in all this complicated theorizing? They offer you 
ninety bucks a year, take it. A uniform never 
killed anyone yet. Just suppose you are a street 
car conductor. One uniform is no worse than 
another.” | 
That settled the matter. Late in September, 
Mortimer appeared on the campus to register for 
the fall term. He came with a ready-made plan 
for his program of courses, and military science 
figured prominently among the others. It was no 
longer a step-child to be taken with contempt and 
derision, but something business-like that required 
attention and study. The instructors were more 
firm and demanding; assignments for outside stu- 
dy and reading were quite heavy. “Gentlemen,” 
the instructor said at the opening of the first ses- 
sion, ‘‘you are entering a field that requires a great 
deal of patriotism and devotion. You are prepar- 
ing yourself to become officers in the army of the 
United States. An army officer is not like any 
other professional. You must learn to appreciate 
and honor the values. ..’’ Yes, that was it, with 
a vengeance. Mortimer had chosen the course 
voluntarily. It was not for him to sneer but to 
listen attentively and with a show of reverence. 


a 


The uniforms with which all advanced military 
students were provided were real officers’ 
unifoms, not like those used during the first two 
years of compulsory training. They were com- 
plete in all details, Sam Browne belt, sabre chain, 
breeches, boots. The only distinction was a go- 
pher embroidered on one sleeve, emblem of the 
university of Minnesota. 

There was some delay in having the uniforms 
made and it was not until late in October that they 
were ready. Thus it came about that on a clear 
Saturday afternoon Mortimer donned his uniform 
for the first time. Again, as in his freshman year, 
he felt self-conscious. People stared, or so it 
seemed to him. But when he crossed the bridge 
and turned left on Fairfield Avenue, there was 
no mistaking the attention he aroused. A group 
of Mexican children were the first to notice him. 
Finger deeply inserted in his mouth, one of the 
little boys called to the others: ‘Look, a soldier.” 
The children ran up to the sidewalk from the lot 
where they had been playing and eyed him with 
curiosity and admiration. ‘Mister, give me a 
penny,” one of them panhandled Mortimer. Un- 
happy over the unexpected admiration, Mortimer 
dug down in his pocket, found two pennies, and 
gave both of them, hoping that this sudden gen- 
erosity would divert the young enthusiasts toward 
the nearest candy store. But the unexpected bounty 
had an opposite effect. Instead of leaving him, 
the children followed Mortimer, at a respectful 
distance out of reverence for his clanking sabre 

















chain and polished boots. ‘‘Mister, give me a 
penny,” they each implored, this time with some 
hope. Meanwhile they spread the good news to 
other children playing in empty lots. ‘‘A soldier,” 
they shouted, “‘he gave Pancho two cents.’’ And 
they flocked after him in increasing numbers. 

Mortimer was confused and angry. He started 
walking faster and lit a cigarette. Some of the 
children fell behind. A few houses ahead of him 
Mrs. Krupnik sat on the porch sunning herself. 
Noticing the commotion she descended to the 
sidewalk and, shading her eyes with her hand, 
began intoning aloud: ‘‘Woe is me, what could it 
be? I should live so if it isn’t Mrs. Spivack’s boy. 
A soldier he has become. Going to school all these 
years and now he has become a soldier, a bum. 
And smokes on the Sabbath too. Woe is to my 
bones; such a pity on Mrs. Spivack.”’ 

Mortimer clenched his fists, looked down on 
the pavement and resolutely walked past. Another 
block and there was the protection of home. He 
dashed up the flight of stairs as if pursued and 
entered without knocking. Hearing the slamming 
of the door, Mrs. Spivack came in from the front 
room and remained standing in wonder. 

“Hello, Ma,” Mortimer threw a casual greet- 
ing, and was about to pass to his room. 

“Wait a second,” she halted him, “what a nice 
uniform, let me look at you.” She started walk- 
ing around him admiringly, without touching the 
uniform. 

“Oh, what’s there to look at,” he spoke im- 
patiently, ‘‘a uniform, like all other uniforms. 
I’m hungry, ma,” he said, in an effort to change 
the subject. “Is there anything to eat?” 

“Sure, sure,” Mrs. Spivack replied, still trying 
to take in this new picture of her son who looked 
somehow different and imposing. “Well, wear it 
in good health,” she said: as she turned to the 
kitchen to serve his dinner. 

Mortimer felt something rising within him, 
anger and exhausted patience. For a second it 
seemed to him that he would like to seize his 
mother roughly and say to her sternly, angrily: 
“Ma, you shouldn’t say wear it in good health. 
That’s not what one says about a military uniform. 
You should say, die in it in good health.’”’ But 
his anger subsided as rapidly as it had overcome 
him. He looked at the small shrivelled figure of 
his mother pottering about in the kitchen, some- 
where deep within him pity for her and her naive 
love for him began to stir, so he turned to his own 
room, removed the uniform and came back to the 
kitchen dressed in his old suit. 

“Oh, you changed clothes,” Mrs. Spivack ex- 
claimed in disappointment as he came in. “All 
right, all right, eat now, eat, you must be very 
hungry.” 
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Mortimer rapidly gulped down his food, 
grabbed his books and left. As the Sound of his 
feet died down on the stairs, Mrs. Spivack put 
down her prayer book. She went into Mortimer’s 
room, took the uniform down from its hanger and 
brought it into the front room to examine it more 
closely by the window. ““Mmmmm,” she muttered 
to herself, “pretty as gold. Such a nice uniform.” 
She came to the maroon and gold gopher em- 
broidered on the sleeve. and was a little taken 
aback. What could that be? Looks like a rat. 
But finding no solution to the problem, she 
shrugged her shoulders and proceeded to examine 
the uniform inch by inch. The rattling sabre 
chain, dangling uselessly like an appendix, raised 
another unanswered question. But there was 
something unquestionably military about its cold 
links and clinking sound. Finished with the exam- 
ination, she heaved a sigh of mixed relief and 
regret. “My Mortimer, an officer.’ And she 
carefully replaced the uniform in the clothes 
closet. 

Mrs. Spivack returned to her prayer book, but 
on this Sabbath it failed to hold her attention. 
There was something confusing and exciting about 
the idea that her son should be an officer in the 
American army. After all, who is Mrs. Spivack? 
A poor woman who runs a grocery store, and 
can’t even talk English properly. And the United 
States is a big country, an educated country, not 
like Russia. And her son will be an officer in this 
educated country. People will salute him and he 
will command others, real Americans. 

A neighbor came in to -visit and immediately 
inquired, “was that your boy walking down the 
street in a soldier’s uniform?” Mrs. Spivack 
could not restrain her pride and spoke rapidly. 
“Yes, of course it was my boy. He is going to 
be an officer. Just think of it, my boy an officer. 
After all, this is America, you know, not like 
Russia.” Then she added with a sigh, “‘of course, 
let’s hope there will be no war.” 

Again she brought out the uniform for the 
neighbor’s inspection. “It’s a different world,” 
she went on. “How much we suffered in the old 
country. When the war broke out they were going 
to take my husband, peace be with him, he was 
still young enough to be taken into the army. But 
who wanted to go and fight for the Czar, I ask 
you? What we suffered there, we should yet go 
and fight for them. Well, you know what Jews 
did, they found a way out. He had himself crip- 
pled, made himself deaf in one ear. Of course 
he, I mean my husband, peace be with him, he 
refused at first, said he would rather take a chance 
in the war than cripple himself. But there I was 
with two children and a business to take care of, 
so I talked to him and my father and mother, 
peace be with them, talked over him until he 
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finally consented. He went and had an ear punc- 
tured and they didn’t take him in the army. Sure 
it’s very bad for a man to be deaf in one ear, but 
who wanted to go and fight for the Czar, that 
pogrom maker? So we were happy for a while.” 


“And then what happened? Don’t ask, you 
know yourself what happened; you were still in 
Russia then. A year went by, and then another 
year, and the war wasn’t over. So they began 
taking everybody into the army, young and old, 
fathers of children and everybody. Then they 
came around and said my husband would have to 
go anyway, he could still hear in one ear, they 
said, and he should go. But you know how it 
was in Russia, one always found a way out; with 
money you could always buy your way out. So 
my husband, peace be with him, became a ‘rabbit.’ 
You know what it meant. He hid, right in the 
house. The inspector was paid. Every week he 
came and received his money, and sometimes an 
extra gift. That was some life, I can tell you. 
When the inspector came, my husband had to 
run to the attic to hide. When any of the neigh- 
bors came into the house he had to hide. But you 
can’t hide a thing like that from next-door neigh- 
bors, and some of them began to complain that 
they would report him to the higher authorities. 
There was particularly one neighbor, a drunkard 
and a thief, and every day he came threatening 
that he would report him. What could we do? 
We had to give him something every time; some- 
times a loaf of white bread, sometimes a few cents 
or a bottle of vodka. He would go and get drunk 
and come back threatening to report my husband. 
It was some life, I can tell you, but who wanted to 
go to war and be killed for the Czar?” 

“Then we had trouble with the inspector. He 
said the peasants were getting sore because Jews 
evaded service in the army, and he demanded a 
raise, in the bribe we were paying him, I mean. 
What could we do? We had to give everything he 
wanted. And all this time my husband, peace be 
with him, hiding in the attic half the time, afraid 
to see the light of day. I am telling you, it was 
some life; you know it yourself.” 

“But here, thank God, it’s different. Here is 
my Mortimer, geing to college, and an officer. 
Why not, it’s a different world. And you should 
see him in uniform, pretty as a picture. If only 
God will preserve us from war.” 

The visiting neighbor sat around a while longer 
and they talked of the approaching winter and 
the rise in the price of coal and wood. Then she 
left. 

Mrs. Spivack gently stroked the uniform a few 
times, careful not to disturb its creases. Then she 
hung it in the clothes closet, quietly repeating to 
herself, ‘‘My Mortimer, an officer.” 
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Holidays In Eretz Israel 





by M. M. Rosenbaum 





[7 HAS never been denied that the great majority of the 
workers in Palestine, and especially the young pioneers 
in the communes, are far from religious tradition. But the 
epoch of aggressive anti-religious nihilism has almost com- 
pletely passed in Palestine as well as among radical circles 
here in America. The belief that socialism and religion 
are incompatible is rapidly disappearing. The radical 
youth in Palestine is not as afraid of God as it used to be 
in former ‘years of its naive rationalism when the free- 
thinkers were sure that science explains everything and 
solves all complicated problems. Today it is not regarded 
as sinful to eat kosher food, not to smoke on Saturdays, to 
fast on the ninth day of Ab, or even on Yom Kipur (the 
ninth of Ab fast being of a more national character is more 
acceptable to a non-religious Zionist than the Yom Kipur 
fast which is purely religious). 

Together with the disappearance of the anti-religious 
nihilism among the Jewish workers in Palestine, the inter- 
est in the holidays gained momentum. An understanding 
of the importance of traditional holidays for our spiritual 
life is increasing. It is being realized that nobody, except 
those whose emotional life is atrophied by national utili- 
tarianism, can bear the monotony of a continuous grey 
every-day existence, or will be satisfied with 365 week days 
in the year. Even the most festive celebration of May Day 
is not enough to satisfy our longing for holiday 
atmosphere. 

During recent years the kvutzoth have been trying to 
make the celebration of our holidays more and more mean- 
ingful, more and more beautiful. They have been trying 
to instill more modern national and social meaning into 
the celebration of our old holidays. But at the same time 
they are bringing the celebration nearer to its original 
source, connecting it with the agricultural activities of the 
season. In some festivals attempts are made to copy the 
rites of biblical times, when our forefathers were free 
toilers of the soil and wandering shepherds in their own 
country. 

Especially colorful are the festivities of Shavuoth, the 
holiday of “bikkurim,” when our ancestors used to bring 
the first fruit of their field and orchard to the Temple. Now 
these first fruits of the soil, mostly grown on the land of 
the Jewish National Fund, are given to this important 
national institution. 

Those who had occasion to witness these festivals and to 
see the children dressed in white decorated with wreaths of 
flowers, and wearing floating Kaffias (fringed head ker- 
chiefs hooped with silvery or golden bands) marching in 
parade with baskets full of assorted fruit, vegetable and 
flowers, and then watch them singing and dancing along 
the streets of the city or the roads of a village, will never 
forget the scene. 

I cannot dwell here upon the details of the celebration of 
the various holidays. In fact, the new Palestine has not 
worked out as yet any final forms of these celebrations. 
We are still experimenting and trying out various ways and 
means. Each settlement is making its own efforts in this 
direction and the details vary from place to place. 

So far, no adequate modern form for the celebration of 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kipur has been found. This is 
due mainly to the exclusively religious character of these 
holidays. It is hard for the freethinkers among the Pales- 
tinian workers to adapt their mentality to the celebration of 
holidays which express themselves in long prayers, in weep- 
ing and lamenting, in begging forgiveness for sins or in 
trying to obtain a good “‘writ and seal” for the coming year. 





It is true that for the Jews of ancient days Yom Kipur used 
to be a merry-making holiday. Rabbi Simon Ben-Gamliel 
tells us that “the Jews had no better holiday than Yom 
Kipur when the daughters of Jerusalem would all appear in 
white gowns, borrowed from neighbors, in order that those, 
who had none of their own, should not feel ashamed.” 

This was the custom in ancient times. But later, in the 
course of the sad centuries, Yom Kipur changed from a 
merry feast-day into a sad fast-day. 

In our Kibutz Naan, it became customary to arrange dur- 
ing the months of Elul-Tishre several general meetings, at 
which various questions of our communal life, particularly 
those connected with the inter-relations between comrades, 
are discussed. At these meetings we try to reveal the short- 
comings in our way of living and to find the best means for 
eliminating them. Sometimes it happens that these discus- 
sions last till late in the night and hearing the crowing of 
the rooster one reminds himself of “slikhot” (midnight 
prayers) during the “ten days of repentance” in one’s 
native town. These self-criticism gatherings are perhaps 
not a bad modernization of the repentance and forgiveness 
ritual of the olden days. Although the chalutzim are far 
from old fashioned piety, they are nevertheless very near in 
their spirit to the truly religious Jews, especially to the fiery 
devotion of the chassidim. There is much religious enthu- 
siasm in our youth’s dances on holiday evenings and in the 
élan with which they sing the new Palestinian songs as well 
as the old chassidic melodies. 

The Succoth holiday does not play as yet an important 
part among the festivals of our youth. Perhaps it is partly 
due to the fact that Succoth (Tabernacles) we have on our 
premises the whole year round. Palm branches and 
“ethrog” (the traditional citrus fruit used in the rituals of 
this holiday) are common things in Palestine, and therefore 
lose their festive meaning. But the search for proper form 
of celebrating Succoth and “Simchat Torah” is going on 
and will ultimately bring the desired results. 

Chanukah plays a much more important part in the fes- 
tivities of our youth and especially of our children. In Tel 
Aviv a big electric chanukah lamp is lit in the presence of 
big crowds on a high spot so that it can be seen almost 
from all parts of the city. Very impressive is the chanukah 
parade in which tens of thousands of school children with 
their teachers march with torches and lit candles through 
the main streets of the city. In the kibutzim also very 
colorful festivities are arranged, in which the children take 
a. great interest and play a main part. 

The 15th of Shevat—the Jewish Arbor Day—is a very 
popular holiday, particularly with the children. The love 
for trees is strongly developed in the youth of Palestine. 
During the troubled years, when Arab terrorists destroyed 
and burned so many trees in the orange groves and young 
forests, there were written many touching poems in which 
resentment was expressed with such genuine feeling as if 
the trees were living creatures raised with much care and 
devotion. On this day trees are planted all over the country 
by children as well as by adults. In our kibutz Naan, every 
child, even those who are not quite three years old, plant a 
tree on this day and later come to water it when necessary. 

Purim used to be the gayest merry-making day till 
recent times. From all parts of the country, from the cities 
as well as from the villages and kibutzim, thousands of 
people would flock to Tel Aviv to partake in the numerous 
masquerades and in the great carnival headed by Meir Diz- 
engoff, the late mayor of Tel Aviv. These Purim carnivals 
were given the appropriate name “Ade-lo-yada’”’ (till, you 
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do not know) an allusion to the old saying: “On Purim 
one should drink till he does not know the difference be- 
tween cursed be Haman and blessed be Mordecai.” This 
Ade-lo-Yada Carnival took place only during four years. 
Then it was dropped, mainly because of the turbulent times 
when Palestinian Jewry was not in a mood for hilarious 
merry-making. 

Recently some of our writers came out in the press with 
atticles in which they tried to belittle the value of the story 
of Esther and even proposed to abolish the Purim festivi- 
ties. These writers were displeased with the idea that the 
Jews. in the 127 provinces of Ahasuaros prevented the in- 
tended massacre, not by courageous self-defense but 
through the help of a Jewish courtesan. Let us hope that 
nobody will take these arguments seriously and, that this 
unique holiday of careless, somewhat light-minded merry- 
making, the occasion of the nice custom of gift sending 
and primitive theatrical performances with which such 
vivid pleasant memories of our childhood are connected, 
will be celebrated joyfully also in the years to come. 


Especially great attention is given in the kibbutzim to 
Passover, the holiday of liberation. Right after Purim, 
preparations for this holiday begin. A special committee 
is elected to work out the plans for celebrating this festival. 

In each bigger kibutz an original illustrated ‘““Hagadah” 
is printed by means of a rotator. Both the text and ills- 
trations differ in the various kibutzim and vary also more 
or less from year to year. Only a few passages are taken 
from the traditional ““Hagadah,” the rest of the pages are 
filled mainly with short articles written by the members 
themselves. In a biblical style the history of the kibutz, 
mainly the events of last year, are narrated. The growth of 
the settlement, the acquisition of additional land, erection 
of new buildings, the opening of new agricultural and in- 
dustrial enterprises, the absorption of new refugees, etc. 
Also the “Aliyah Pnimit” (the inner immigration—as the 
natural increase is called) is not omitted. All the names 
of the children born since the preceding Passover are enu- 
merated. The important events of the country in general 
are also recalled. Occasionally some appropriate strong 
passage of a popular writer, some verses of a beloved poet 
or a poem written for the occasion by one of the comrades 
are inserted in the “Hagadah”’. 


The Passover committee attends not only to the “Haga- 
dah” but also to the maierial side of the occasion. Together 
with the girls who work in the kitchen and with the treas- 
urer the menu for the Passover feast is discussed. The 
cooks usually wish to prepare a real feast. But the treas- 
urer generally tries to economize. The argument ends as a 
tule with the victory of the cooks, who promise to econo- 
mize more on the meals of the following week-days. 

The Committee also works out the program of the enter- 
tainments for'the evening and the activities of the follow- 
ing day. ‘ 

As mentioned above, the details of the holiday celebra- 
tions in the kibutzim are not standardized as yet. The 
Passover festivities are also still in the experimental stage. 
In the last few years much has been accomplished in this 
direction. 

I wish to describe the way the Passover Eve was last 
celebrated in our Kibutz Naan. Guests from all parts of 
the country began to flock to Naan early in the morning 
preceding the Seder night: parents and other relatives of 
our members, members of other kibutzim who have friends 
in our settlement or such who wished simply to spend a 
day in Naan, known for its youthful cheerfulness, distin- 
guished guests who received special invitations to celebrate 
the Seder with us. Our own comrades who were sent to 
work outside, at the Dead Sea, at the Port of Tel Aviv also 
teturned home for the holiday. Our chauffeurs were kept 
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busy driving our trucks, and especially our armored cars to 
nearby Rehoboth to meet the guests. 

When our carpenters finished erecting the stage in the 
spacious dining room, the big hall was decorated with an 
abundance of branches and flowers and tables were set for 
over 800 persons (half of them guests). 

About an hour before sunset the bell was rung and all 
gathered in the big yard. 

As on all eves of Sabbaths or holidays work ceased 
earlier than usual to allow time to wash, to take a swim in 
our newly built swimming pool and to get into Sabbath 
clothes. Lines then formed and the procession began to 
move toward the fields. First our “‘gafirm” (guards) on 
foot and on horse-back with their rifles on their shoulders, 
then the tractors, trucks and wagons drawn by horses. In 
one of the trucks, decorated with branches, rode our chil- 
dren dressed in their best; then followed the others on foot. 

In the field a patch of grain was reaped and each child 
bound a sheaf and put it on one of the carts. (Sheaf of 
the first fruits of your harvest. Lev. 10/23.) After a 
short address by one of our chaverim, the chorus sang a 
few appropriate songs, some of them written by our own 
young poets and the music composed by our talented David 
Zahavi, the conductor of our chorus. 

The procession moved slowly back to the yard of our 
settlement. The sun set behind the orange grove. The 
stillness of the twilight was broken by the voice of one of 
our comrades. He recited the verses of Ezekiel’s wonderful 
prophesy about the dry bones that came to life. The deep 
meaning of this prophesy is particularly impressive when 
heard on Passover Eve under such circumstances. 

“Behold oh my people, I will cause you to come up out 
of your grave and bring you into the land of Israel . . . 
And I shall put my spirit into you and you shall live. And 
I shall place you in your own land. And then shall you 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken it, and performed it.” 

A few seconds of deep silence followed. A shepherd 
melody was played on a flute, the orchestra played a gay 
march and the people thronged into the bright dining hall. 

Among the numerous guests at the tables there were also 
two Arab sheikhs from the neighborhood. In the previous 
quiet years a greater number of our Arab neighbors used 
to come to our Passover Feast. This time only these two 
had the courage to fraternize with the Jews. And they 
also: came stealthily, after dark, for fear of the Arab 
terrorists. 

The reading of the “Hagadah” began. One read aloud 
and the rest followed the text in the copies placed at each 
seat. Most of the reading was done in turn by the young- 
sters of the German youth immigration. Each of them 
prepared well the passage allotted to him and mostly they 
read very well, although with a strong German accent. 

Some lines were sung by the chorus and some by the 
whole assembly. At the end all sang Chad Gadia (Our 
Kid), to which the late talented composer Engel, wrote 
gay music. 

The meal was then served. The hungry crowd pitched 
in heartily. The stacks of matzoth, the fish with the horse- 
radish disappeared so rapidly that the waiters could hardly 
manage to supply food quickly enough. 

After supper the entertainment program began. Last 
Passover the program was opened by a dance recital by 
Lilith, a member of a neighboring Kibutz, who came with 
a group of comrades to help us in the picking of the fruit 
and remained with us over the holidays. Lilith was born 
in Vienna, and there studied dancing. But she gave up her 
studies, came to Palestine and joined the kibutz. 

After the dance, there came upon the stage a group of 
boys and girls of Naan who performed several group 
dances composed and directed by Lilith. One of these 
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dances, representing a revolt of oriental slaves, who liber- 
ated themselves from bondage, was a great success. 

Then followed more singing by our chorus and also a 
solo by one of the gifted comrades who had been a student 
of the conservatory in Vienna. At the end, Chaver Mar- 
golit, of the Workers’ Studio, “Ohel”, gave a number 
of recitations in Hebrew and Yiddish to the great delight 


Chronicles of the Month* pas 


United States 


With the presidential election campaign approaching its 
finish, the Jewish angle has been increasingly injected into 
the debate by Republican campaigners. That avowedly 
anti-Semitic groups should attack Jews as war mongers and 
link them, without exception, to Roosevelt, could have 
been expected. But in the heat of the closing weeks of the 
campaign even cooler Republican heads have not disdained 
to drag in this issue. Perhaps outstanding among these is 
General Hugh Johnson, a former director of the N. R. A. 
and now a bitter opponent of Roosevelt. In one of his 
columns which are published in many newspapers through- 
out the country General Johnson levelled the accusation 
against American Jews that they are pushing this country 
into war with Germany because of their special interest in 
the defeat of Nazism. The General linked this accusation 
with the avowed overwhelming Jewish support of Roose- 
velt. Indirectly this was an appeal to racial prejudice— 
although it fell considerably short of the open Nazi 
charge that the President is a Jew named Rosenfeld. 


Among certain small circles of American Jews, this 
propaganda has borne fruit. It is reported that a confer- 
ence of Jewish leaders had been hastily convoked in New 
York and they were urged to support Willkie on the 
grounds that Republicans may turn anti-Semitic if Roose- 
velt is reelected. It should be noted with satisfaction that 
most of those present resented the attempt to sway them 
toward Willkie by threats and left the meeting. The 
sponsor of this meeting is said to be a prominent New 
York Jew. 

It has also been disclosed that John L. Lewis, president 
of the C. I. O. had originally included an appeal to Jews to 
vote for Willkie. It is said that this appeal followed the 
usual Republican line of vaguely hinting that Jewish sup- 
port of the “war mongering” president might conceivably 
arouse resentment among the “majority of Americans who 
have no special interest in the European conflict.” This 
passage was deleted from the speech after Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise telegraphed Lewis requesting its omission since it 
might cause prejudice. 


On the positive side of the ledger it should also be noted 
that Joe McWilliam, a noted anti-Semite, who filed as can- 
didate for Congress from Yorkville on the Republican 
ticket, was badly beaten in the primaries. He attempted to 
run as an independent, but his candidacy was invalidated 
because of irregularities in his petitions. 





* At the request of many readers we are resuming the 
feature “Chronicles of the Month.” These “Chronicles” 
will strive to provide factual information of events con- 
cerning the Jews throughout the world for the benefit of a 
great number of our readers who have no access to other 
sources for this type of information. THE Eprrors 
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of the public. Judging by the hearty laughter and applause bight 


that his Yiddish evoked, one could judge that the majority 

of our boys and girls also understand Yiddish. 
After midnight dancing began, ending as usual with the § °" - 

Hora dance. It was wonderful with what impetuosity the a 

youth danced after a hard day’s work and such a long Typ 

evening. 
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France 8 

The process of introducing anti-Jewish legislation in 
France has gained momentum. Henceforth Jews will be | The 
removed from all government, educational and financial Ww 
institutions. The press and theatre will also be closed to} fojtoy 
them. For the moment no concentration camps for Jews anti- 
are being planned. "This legislation has been followed by } 4, B, 
numerous cases of assault on Jews and Jewish establish. t: 
ments and an intensified propaganda of the anti-Semitic oy 
organization Action Francaise. = 

In the German occupied part of France all Jewish estab. 
lishments have been ordered to post signs identifying them 


as Jewish. 

_But while the puppet government at Vichy follows the T| 
dictates of the German conquerors, it meets with but little 
popular support. France, the organ of the Free French | —— 
forces under De Gaulle in Britain, bitterly attacked the 
anti-Semitic acts of the Vichy government. In France it- T H 
self this legislation met a very unfriendly response. The - 
French newspapers merely announced the new laws with- J ian b 
out commenting. An open expression of criticism is, of J tua 
course, impossible at this time. By refraining from ap- soldi 
proving or even discussing these laws, the French press | ‘Wee 
expressed its dissatisfaction. The Swiss paper Baseler | and, 
Nachrichten, which is close to France and can much more | All t 
easily ascertain the mood of the French people, writes that | the | 
there is great bitterness among the French masses against | Jewi: 
the laws which mark a departure from the one hundred | ™agz 
and fifty year old French tradition of tolerance. signi 
Poland ~ 

The wall of silence that has surrounded Poland since the T . 
occupation of the country by the Nazis has only rarely been ck 


breached. A. J. Steinkopf, of the Associated Press staff in “es 
Berlin is the only non-German correspondent so far al- yn 
lowed to visit Poland. He has the following to relate of = 
what he saw in Warsaw. me 

Of Warsaw's 22,000 buildings, 2,000 were entirely Ba 
destroyed and 8,000 were extensively damaged. The city et 


continues to lie in ruins and great open spaces yawn on he’ 
every side. mad 

Jews walk down the streets in blue and white arm bands oe 
which all of them are forced to wear. A new concrete wall “ihe 
has been built around the Warsaw ghetto into which the 
Jews are crowded with astonishing density. The wall is 
something unequalled anywhere in modern times. The | ‘‘°*° 
Germans claim that the wall serves to protect the inhab- ne 
itants of the city from the spread of disease which is likely oe 
to follow in the wake of total war. a 

The wall is eight feet high and so tight a cat couldn’t get both 
through it, Mr. pee i declares. It surrounds a district ish 7 


fourt 
thirt 


of more than one hundred city blocks. It closes off 200 Dav; 
streets and even street car lines—it is built right over the the 
rails effor 

Eighteen important thoroughfares are left unobstructed. fron 


Through these one may enter and leave the Ghetto. But at 
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4 moment’s notice these can be closed by simply posting 
eighteen policemen at the points of entry. 

There are fifty eight cases of typhus in the city. Such a 
number of typhus cases would cause alarm in any American 
city. But in Warsaw this is now taken as matter of course. 
Typhus is a disease which gains in frequency in winter. If 
there is an upward trend during the autumn months, Mr. 
Steinkopf relates, the German authorities will not hesitate 
a moment to close the ghetto and pen up half a million 
people. 

It is also reported from other sources that Nazi author- 
ities have tentatively given up their plan of concentrating 
all Jews in a reservation and will resort instead to the 
policy of keeping them secluded in the ghettoes of the 
various Polish cities. 


The Balkans 


With the extension of Nazi influence in the Balkans 
following the occupation of Rumania by German troops, 
anti-Jewish legislation has been forced upon such countries 
as Bulgaria and Jugoslavia. In Rumania anti-Semitic laws 
ate taken as a matter of fact. But Bulgaria and Jugoslavia 
had always been friendly to Jews in the past. Even when 
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Bulgaria had been under the influence of Czarist Russia it 
did not depart from a traditional policy of racial tolerance. 
With Hitler across the Danube the situation has changed. 
The Bulgarian Cabinet has adopted a decree according to 
which Jews will be unable to occupy state, municipal or 
public positions. Their exercise of the professions can 
only occur in accordance with their proportion to the entire 
population. (Jews account for .7 of one percent of the 
population.) They cannot become Bulgarian citizens, own 
or publish newspapers, magazines, books, or accept jobs as 
editors. The same regulation applies to films, cinemas or 
theatres. Jews will not be allowed to employ domestic 
servants of Bulgarian origin. In coming weeks the Minis- 
terial Council will also determine the number of Jews that 
will be permitted to engage in commerce and industry. 
Thus have new countries been brought within the sphere 
of Nazi racial legislation, countries that never in the past 
showed any inclination in this direction. Now Greece has 
been attacked. If the Axis can be stopped on this front, 
the spread of anti-Semitism in the Balkans will be halted 
and later entirely done away with. If the Axis wins this 
battle also, this type of legislation will be pressed still 
further, until the time when Nazism is ena on a world 
wide scale. S. ETHELSON 


by Shulamith Schwartz 





T HE MENTAL picture most Americans have of Palestine 

now is a very simple one. It is a place subject to Ital- 
ian bombardment and perilously close to the zone in which 
actual warfare is going on; there are British and Australian 
soldiers in it and some local volunteers; communication be- 
tween it and the outside world is slow, difficult and limited, 
and, in general, a great question mark hangs over its future. 
All that is of course true but far from the whole truth, and 
the picture that emerges from the cable dispatches to the 
Jewish press, from private letters and from newspapers and 
magazines arriving from Palestine, is a much richer, more 
significant and heartening one. 


Normal Life Uninterrupted 


Even the detailed accounts of the bombing of Haifa and 
Tel Aviv leave one not only with a sense of pity and indig- 
nation but with the conviction that this so newly established 
Jewish community has indeed become a living nation, 
calmly, systematically and effectively carrying on its own 
affairs. One remembers the fifty-five children and almost 
equal number of adults murdered at Tel Aviv on September 
10, but one remembers equally well how a long line of 
volunteer blood donors spontaneously formed in front of 
the Tel Aviv Municipal Hospital immediately after the raid 
was over. At Haifa in July twenty Jews were killed in one 
of the by now numerous raids on the port and oil reserves: 
fourteen of them were under thirty-one, only one over 
thirty-six, most of them workers—in other words, a typical 
cross-section of Palestinian Jewry. But along with the 
tragedy of their deaths one remembers a single line in 
Davar: “‘Lisel Levi, a volunteer A. R. P. worker in down- 
town Haifa, stood in a shower of bombs, calmly directing 
the workers of the neighborhood to the shelters.” ‘Fires in 
both Haifa and Tel Aviv were quickly put out by the Jew- 
ish volunteer fire brigades; the ambulances of the Magen 
David Adom (“The Red Shield of David,” equivalent to 
the Red Cross and created and supported by the unaided 
efforts of the Yishuv itself) rushed to bombed buildings 
from which the wounded were at once extricated. Hadar 


Hacarmel, the chief Jewish section of Haifa, has 800 air 
raid wardens, 700 house wardens, 100 men organized in 
rescue squads. The municipality in Tel Aviv and the Jew- 
ish A. R. P. Society in Haifa each organized exhibitions in- 
structing the public on the subject of light and ventilation 
during blackouts. Three mutual insurance companies have 
been established to protect their members against war risks. 
Indeed, detail after detail bears out the words of Davar’s 
editorial written after the first loss of life in Haifa: ‘“Pales- 
tinian Jewry mourns the victims of the raid but is neither 
surprised nor terrified. Everyone of us knows what total 
war is, and every one of us realizes that we are now in the 
danger zone. Let us meet the danger as a nation on its own 
soil should. Let us be calm, let us defend ourselves, let us 
aid each other methodically and efficiently. And let us 
repeat even more emphatically what we have been telling 
the Government for many months now. It has insisted 
that the enemy would not find it worthwhile to waste aerial 
bombs on us, whereas we have argued that in this war dis- 
tances count for nothing and we must have much for 
protection against aerial attacks.” ‘ 

As far as protection against air-raids is concerned, we 
know that Haifa has public shelters for 10,000 persons 
and private ones for over 20,000, and that Tel Aviv house 
owners have each been ordered to construct shelters. The 
anti-aircraft guns at Haifa seem to have been effective in 
dispersing the raiders during the last few attacks, and 
after the Tel Aviv bombing the High Commissioner con- 
sulted with the local authorities as to the strengthening of 
the town’s almost non-existent defenses. Some thousands 
of Jewish women and children have moved from Haifa to 
the villages of the Emek, and wealthier Arabs tend to go 
to Jerusalem and Nazareth both of which, it is presumed, 
would be protected from air attack by their sacred char- 
acter. Yet in Haifa, as everywhere else in the country, 
life goes on not only normally but intensely. ‘This is just 
the time for more emphasis on cultural activity,” reads the 
diary of Sedei Nahum, one of the newer villages founded 
during the riots. “Books will help us to retain our belief 
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in ethics and in all spiritual values, and thus from books 
will come the strength we need to defend ourselves.” So 
excavations goon under the Hebrew University’s auspices ; 
summer lecture courses were carried on in various villages 
by its Department of Adult Education; a complete trans- 
lation of the “Odyssey” by Saul Tschernichovsky is being 
published. Looking backwards over the history of the last 
twenty years, Palestinian Jewry even had a new festival at 
the end of September—the celebration of the twentieth 
anniversary of the Keren Hayesod. An entire hour on the 
radio, concluded by choral music, analysed the Fund’s 
achievements—its raising of almost $50,000,000 of which 
$15,000,000, have been spent on agriculture, over $5,000,- 
000, on public works, almost $8,000,000, on education and 
culture. 

The constructive activities of the last twenty years are 
not a closed chapter. The political secretary of the Jewish 
Agency summarized their continuation during this year 
and up to the present, in one sentence: “The first year of 
the war has brought us great suffering but increased our 
population by 20,000, our factories by 63.” The increase 
in population is accounted for partly by births and mainly 
by the 10,000 immigrants who arrived between September 
1939 and September 1940. 5,500 persons are now travel- 
ling to Palestine over the difficult and dangerous routes of 
wartime Europe. Many of them are from Roumania and 
other Balkan countries. A short time ago there arrived 
the first immigrant to come from Lithuania since the 
Soviet occupation—he had been able to come because of 
the arrangement the U. S. S. R. had made with the Jewish 
Agency granting transit to Odessa for “immigrants from 
occupied territories proceeding to Palestine.” From a very 
different part of the world there came to Palestine in 
October 76 Yemenite Jews who had crossed the Red Sea, 
exposed always to the possibility of Italian attacks. 


Production Increased 


Increased land-holdings are a particularly significant 
item now that the crippling of ordinary commerce makes 
Palestine largely dependent on its own food products. For 
the first time the Jewish community's consumption of eggs 
is met completely by local production, an increase of about 
40% over last year. Vegetable production on Jewish 
farms has gone up 100% in the last two years, milk 30% 
over last year. Even small villages, one notes, are build- 
ing refrigerated storehouses for potatoes, thus ensuring the 
year round availability of a vegetable, which is in season 
for only four months. Last year such storehouses were still 
considered an unattainable luxury. Jewish fishing villages, 
too, now play a part they could only hope for during their 
hard experimental years. Meat and fish were largely im- 
ported in the past, and the local fish catch has now gone 
up steeply to fill at least part of the needs of the market. 
Carp bred by experts in specially arranged pools in six 
villages helps to meet the demand for proteins, as does the 
ingenuity of a chemist who is known to Palestinians as the 
inventor of fruit bread, and has now produced a new syn- 
thetic flour composed mainly of peanuts and so high in 
albumen content that it is a valuable substitute for fish and 
meat. The new flour, “Helbonim” by name, has been 
successfully tried out at the Hadassah Health Center in 
Jerusalem, and is produced at a Tel Aviv plant financed by 
Pinchas Ruttenberg and other members of the local com- 
munity. 

Palestine’s largest crop has of course as much commer- 
cial as food value. Raised largely for export, citrus now 
presents a terrible problem and is responsible for much of 
the unemployment which is plaguing the country despite 
the valiant and very helpful public works programs of Tel 
Aviv and Haifa and the “Bitzur” fund of the Labor Feder- 





ation. Even in connection with citrus, however, there are 
some encouraging developments. Lemons have lately been 
sent to Turkey and negotiations for further shipments are 
going on with Turkey as well as with Britain which, it is 
hoped, will take two million cases of fruit. Parenthetically, 
one may add, the Spanish situation may force Britain to get 
its oranges almost entirely from Palestine. Citrus planters 
have been granted the credits necessary for this. year’s 
work; the three largest banks in the country have cooper- 
ated in this. Further research is going on at the Rehoboth 
Experimental Station, dealing with the prevention of decay 
to citrus in transit, utilization of citrus for animal feed, and 
cultivation of other crops among the trees in the groves, 
The Station has already developed one type of satisfactory 
alcohol fuel from citrus, and is now working on still an- 
other and evidently more important contribution to the 
British war effort: the cultivation of a new variant of soya 
bean containing 50% of oil. 


War Effort 


The aid the Palestinian Jewish community is capable of 
giving Britain is evidenced in its industrial development as 
well. Two of this year’s sixty-three new factories produce 
airplane parts and gas masks; a third run by a famous Ger- 
man ironmaster turns out various forms of steel—from raw 
materials stocked up before the war—which will enable 
local machine assembly shops to have their machine parts 
made in the country; another started by a Hungarian elec- 
trical engineer of long standing produces porcelain insul- 
ators and other electrical equipment. Rare and strategically 
important as heavy industry is in the Near East, it seems to 
the Yishuv far less pressing a form of aid to Britain than 
actual manpower. The tragic irony of the Yishuv’s year- 
long plea to be allowed to fight for a Britain reluctant to 
use it, is too well known to be repeated here, but the last 
few months have seen a change in the situation. In July 
the High Command of the British forces in Palestine called 
for volunteers to serve in and around Palestine. The 
response was instantaneous. A special Volunteering Of- 
fice established by the Agency was in charge of registra- 
tion all summer. A number of its office staff members 
volunteered and hundreds of trained workers from both 
cities and villages; members of the Chauffeurs’ Coopera- 
tives entered the Jewish Mechanical Transport Company. 
In one month two thousand recruits, half the total number 
of volunteers, entered the Royal Air Force, and in every 
case Jewish volunteers are qualified in the extraordinarily 
short time of two or three weeks. ‘‘Labor is still our first 
commandment but defense is the second,” says the diary of 
Ashdot Jacob describing the departure of the first five 
volunteers from the village. ‘Our nation is being physic- 
ally and spiritually annihilated, and it is helpless. It can- 
not fight back. Now for the first time there is some sort of 
opportunity, a tiny breach in the wall, a chance for Jews to 
fight back as Jews through the defense of their own land on 
this front that stretches from the Nile to the Lebanon.” 

The enthusiasm aroused by the summer call for volun- 
teers was far exceeded in the autumn when the first step 
towards an independent Jewish army was at last taken. 
On September 15 the Agency announced that the British 
military authorities would permit the formation of a 
separate Jewish infantry company to be part of the British 
army and to serve in Palestine and neighboring countries. 
The company was to consist of 400 men and 250 enlisted 
on the first two days after the announcement while the full 
number had been chosen from many applicants within two 
weeks. “It is still too little, still not our own army, but it 
is something in the right direction,” ran the comments, 
while the British authorities carefully explained that “they 
intended to raise in equal proportion separate Arab and 
Jewish companies.” One is tempted to call to their atten- 
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tion that with all their care they have exceeded the sacred 
one-third proportion allotted to the Jews by the White 
Paper. At any rate, the attitude of the Jewish community 
to its volunteers is one of deep and proud concern. The 
National Council exempted their children from school tui- 
tion fees and ordered that medical services be given their 
families free or at reduced rates. The Municipalities are 
considering exempting them from taxes. 
mittee has been set up to supervise the provision of com- 
forts and educational facilities — lectures, concerts and 
Women are being carefully 


libraries—for the camps. 


A special com- 


volunteers. 
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trained in all the settlements to take the place of men: for 
the first time they are learning to be tractor drivers, auto 
mechanics, carpenters. 
mandment of Palestinian Jewish life to volunteer, and 
deliberately the leaders and their children are going first. 
That was a unique scene in Jewish history when the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Labor Federation arranged a farewell 
reception for thirty-nine of its most active members—urban 
union heads and leaders of villages—leaving for camp as 
Each was called up and personally presented 
with that characteristically Palestinian gift—a Bible... 


It has become the supreme com- 


Organized Labor and World Peace 


by Joseph Schlossberg 





WE FREQUENTLY hear the Ger- 

man Jews censured for their as- 
similation. That, we are told, caused 
them to permit themselves to be rob- 
bed, exiled, killed, without offering 
any resistance. It seems to me that we 
should recognize the fact that while 
assimilation proved to be a spiritual 


.tragedy in the life of the German 


Jews, that cannot have been the cause 
of their failure to resist Hitler. 

The German non-Jews were not 
“assimilated” away from themselves. 
They were without doubt Germans, 
everyone of them, in their own coun- 
try, on their own territory. Did they 
resist? Did they rise in defense 
of their own people who were sent to 
concentration camps? Did they not 
flee the country as fast as they could? 
There were millions in the trade union 
movement. There were seven million 
Social Democratic voters and six mil- 
lion Communist voters—thirteen mil- 
lion social rebels! Did they resist! 
And the Reichsbanner, a war veterans’ 
organization, Socialist and Republican, 
did it resist? The true reason of the 
fatal paralysis of the honest and liberty 
loving German people may not yet be 
known. No German refugee that I 
spoke to in this country has been able 
to give me a satisfactory explanation. 
But whatever the reason, it affected the 
six hundred thousand Jews as it did 
the sixty million non-Jewish Germans. 

The German people as a whole, in- 
cluding the labor movement, were 
non-resistant; why wonder at the non- 
resistance of the small number of 
Jews? 

As an American, as a Jew and as a 
Socialist, I condemn the present Ger- 
man regime. But in none of these 
capacities am I able to condemn the 
German people as 2 people. 

One hundred and five years ago 
Heinrich Heine, a victim of persecu- 
tion in his own fatherland, who had 
found hospitality in France, issued a 
warning to the French people against 





Germany. Heine’s warning of a cen- 
tury ago is so amazingly applicable to 
present conditions that I, not a Ger- 
manophobe, was deeply impressed by 
it. It is so prophetic! But on second 
thought I asked myself: “Could not 
another Heine have written an equally 
powerful warning to Germany against 
France? Could he not point to the 
First Napoleon’s totalitarian war for 
the domination of Europe in the pre- 
sent Hitler fashion? And could he 
not also point to the Versailles Peace 
Treaty as to France’s burning passion 
for revenge?”’ There is danger in all 
militarism, but instead of condemning 
the vicious institution of militarism we 
tend to call the people vicious. 

I remember how at a very large con- 
ference of representative Jews in New 
York I opposed a Nazi-boycott resolu- 
tion, because in the text of the resolu- 
tion the German people, including the 
Socialists in concentration camps, were 
spoken of, as a people, in the same 
manner as Hitler was speaking of the 
Jews. 

I am unable, and unwilling, to ac- 
cept the theory that nations, as such, 
can be naturally wicked. Nature does 
not create nations; she creates human 
beings. She creates with the same 
qualities, good or bad, in France as in 
Germany, or in any other country. 
Did not Germans fight Bismarck? Are 
not Germans fighting Hitler, under- 
ground? Are there not Germans 
among the champions of democracy 
and freedom in this country? To ac- 
cept the proposition that certain 
nations are inherently wicked means to 
accept Hitlerism and his savage race 
theory. 

I am not certain that all the facts are 
in to explain the coming of the Fascist 
and Nazi dictatorships. This tragic 
chapter of world history is still being 
written. But it seems to me that when 
all the facts are assembled, and prop- 
erly evaluated, it will be found that 
labor disunity was a chief cause. Of 


course, every person is a product of his 
own training. My judgment is un- 
doubtedly influenced by my five dec- 
ades of labor movement activity. But 
the following facts do seem to me 
most significant. 

Fascism came into power in Italy 
after the Italian labor movement had 
split into Socialist and Communist 
camps. So long as the labor move- 
ment was united, Fascism was without 
real power. In fact, the Socialist party 
might have taken over the government 
as easily as the Fascist party did. The 
Fascists were able to do mischief only 
in the Italia Irredenta territory, such as 
Trieste, where there was no civil gov- 
ernment and military rule prevailed. 
The united Italian labor movement was 
torn apart violently upon orders from 
Zinoviev, and then came Mussolini. 

Hitlerism came to Germany when 
the labor movement was divided, the 
Social Democrats and the Communists 
seeking to annihilate one another. 

France had a divided labor move- 
ment. There, too, Socialists and Com- 
munists were at each other's throats. 
We are familiar with the heartbreak- 
ing situation in France. With a model 
army and a strong Maginot Line, 
France collapsed almost suddenly. 

England has a united labor move- 
ment. The British Communist move- 
ment is insignificant and without influ- 
ence. The British Labor Movement 
was strong enough to force Chamber- 
lain out of the premiership, and a re- 
organization of the government, while 
the war was raging. This movement, 
because of its unity, is a potent factor 
in the nation and in the government. 
And Great Britain is resisting with 
magnificent courage. 

Can it be that those were all unre- 
lated coincidences? That seems to me 
impossible. The more I think of it 
the stronger my conviction grows that 
the relationship between the integrity 
of the labor movement and the fate of 
a nation is clear and definite. 
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Look at the picture again. 

Italy: divided labor movement; Fas- 
cism comes, destroys the labor move- 
ment, and enslaves the people. 

Germany: divided labor movement; 
Nazism comes, destroys the labor 
movement, and enslaves the people. 

France: divided labor movement; 
the army breaks down. Nazism con- 
quers, and the nation is enslaved. 

England: United labor movement. 
The nation fights single handed and 
heroically for the freedom of all 
Europe. 

And note this: In Italy, in Germany 
and in France, where there are no 
more free labor movements, the Jews 
are outlawed and persecuted. In Eng- 
land, where the labor movement is 
free, united and strong, the Jews are 
free and enjoy equal rights under the 
law. 


Modern industrial society has reach- 
ed a stage where, in the very nature of 
things, organized labor occupies a 
position of such vital importance that 
it must assume ever greater responsi- 
bilities in the nation’s affairs, unless it 
is violently suppressed. When organ- 
ized labor is suppressed the whole 
nation is in bondage. 

Also in our own United States the 
labor movement has reached that stage 
of maturity. Our labor movement is 
losing its opportunities because of its 
division. Despite the tragic exper- 
ience in other countries the American 
labor movement is divided into CIO 
and AFofL camps. What a power 
American labor could be if it was 
united ! 

It is my conviction that the future 
of mankind, its peace and freedom, 
depends largely on the integrity, 
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power and intelligence of the labor 
movements: in the various countries, 
In order that free labor movements 
may be able to live and function in the 
countries which are now involved in 
the war, a just and truly democratic 
peace must follow this war. Another 
Versailles peace will mean general 
chaos and another world war after this 
one. A peace without revenge and 
without indemnities will redeem our 
civilization. In order to enjoy endur- 
ing peace and freedom, post-war Eur- 
ope will have to be a democratically 
united Europe, very much along the 
lines of the forty eight states within 
the jurisdiction of the United States. 
Labor’s international solidarity can be 


_a powerful factor in bringing about 


such a Europe and in upholding it. 
And therein lies also the hope for a 
happy future for the Jewish people. 


by Rhys J. Davies, M. P. 





A FEW WEEKS ago the British 
Government welcomed to our 
shores the leaders of the Polish nation 
who had come here after the collapse 
of France to continue their struggle 
with us against Germany. The Brit- 
ish Government welcomed and receiv- 
ed the remnants of the Polish Army, 
giving asylum to Polish soldiers and 
opening the gates of England to 
Polish refugees. And not long ago, a 
military agreement was concluded be- 
tween our government and that of Po- 
land. Among civilized nations ‘such 
hospitality is usually rewarded with 
gratitude. Unfortunately, certain ele- 
ments among the Poles do not seem to 
be acquainted with the elementary 
tules of etiquette with which a guest 
commonly treats his host. It is dif_i- 
cult, indeed, to conceal a certain 
amount of resentment against some of 
the methods our Polish visitors have 
considered necessary to import into 
this country; and one cannot fail to 
reach the conclusion that these tactics 
can but harm the good relations be- 
tween Great Britain and Poland, thus 
impeding the common war effort. 

Certain Poles have come to our 
shores loaded with their particular 
national spirit of intolerance. Only a 
few days elapsed before a number of 
newspapers in the Polish language be- 
gan to make their appearance on the 
bookstalls. We are prompted to ask 
why they are in need of more than one 
newspaper; that has so far been suffi- 
cient for each of the other allied pow- 
ers now in this country. There are at 
least three Polish newspapers in spite 





of the acute paper shortage prevailing 
at present; it will be remembered that 
no new English papers are allowed to 
appear. Then, the circulation of these 
Polish papers is certainly too small to 
be self-maintaining. 

Among them is a weekly, called 
Jestem Polakiem (I Am A Pole), 
which is characteristic of pre-war Po- 
land and which recalls unpleasant 
memories of the notorious “Endek- 
Party’’-days with their outspoken anti- 
Jewish tendencies. As if not to lose 
any time in pursuing its policy, the 
paper proudly proclaims its opposition 
to some of the more enlightened mem- 
bers of the present Polish govern- 
ment; and so as not to leave any pos- 
sible doubts as to their attitude, those 
responsible for that policy try to im- 
press their readers, especially the Pol- 
ish soldiers here, that they are the 
same people who directed a well- 
known anti-Semitic paper in Warsaw 
which was responsible for several pog- 
roms in Poland. A member of the 
government itself, M. Marian Seyda, 
is said to have contributed the first 
leader to that paper, and one stands 
aghast at the fact that under the very 
eyes of the liberal Prime Minister, 
Gen. Sikorski, and in a foreign coun- 
try as well, such a destructive policy is 
again being allowed to be adopted. 
But has the Polish Government not 
enough authority or desire to make 
them understand it? And failing this, 
is the British Government to stand 
aside, doing nothing about this lamen- 
table position ? 


We in England have a law ac- 
cording to which all people who cause 
disruption and sow discord can be 
dealt with and rendered harmless; and 
M. Seyda—and others—ought to be 
aware of the laws governing our coun- 
try. It is incomprehensible why peo- 
ple with such views are not only al- 
lowed to carry on their perverse prop- 
aganda but actually continue to hold a 
position in a government that has re- 
peatedly proclaimed its democratic 
outlook. 

These anti-Jewish activities are not 
exactly new, but it is certainly super- 
fluous for the Poles to come over here 
and teach us new methods by openly 
distributing violently anti-Jewish leaf- 
lets in the streets of London, outside 
their own consulate. These leaflets 
even go so far as to attack the Polish 
Prime Minister for his liberal attitude, 
This is, undoubtedly, an unprecedent- 
ed incident, and the strongest possible 
means ought to be employed to pre- 
vent these Polish Jew-baiters from 
continuing their dangerous activities 
in the friendly capital of an ally. 

It is in their own interest as well as 
in ours that we draw attention to these 
facts. Do the Poles not realize the 
harm that is being done to their cause 
by these incidents? They should be 
grateful for our constructive policy in 
pointing out these errors. Surely such 
actions are ill-calculated to make their 
instigators worthy of an ally, fighting 
for the restoration of a free Europe 
and of their own country. A country, 
however, is only free externally if it 
enjoys internal liberty. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
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For these are no isolated cases, nor 
is this incredible policy only being 

rsued in the newspaper columns. 
Waere Polish soldiers are stationed, 
the Poles could not suppress their anti- 
Jewish feelings either, and attacked 
their Jewish comrades with whom 
they had been fighting in France. 
And this outburst is not the first or the 
only case where anti-Jewish riots have 
been reported. It is regrettable that 
the Polish Government has not sufh- 
cient courage to weed out the culprits 
and eradicate the root of the evil with 
an iron hand. 


This propaganda has even found a 
way into the realms of the church. In 
a recent religious address delivered in 
the Polish Church in London, and re- 
printed in full “with permission of the 
Church authorities” in the above men- 
tioned I Am A Pole, the following in- 
teresting explanation of the French 
collapse, as seen through the eyes of a 


“|, . we know, however, that this 
(the collapse) has happened to a 
France . . . that had been governed 
for several years before the present 
disaster by a Jewish-Communist 
clique, the famous Popular Front, 
with the Jew Blum and other nicely 
smelling flowers at its head...” 
This, surely, needs no comment, Al- 
though, no doubt, mistakes have been 
made in France, our press has never 
thought it fit to blame “Jewish-Com- 
munists” and other “nicely smelling 
flowers” for them. Why must we al- 
low the Poles to proclaim such abhor- 
rent tales? After all, this self-consci- 
ous attitude may be suited for Poland, 
and they seem, indeed, to forget that 
they are not at home. They are enjoy- 
ing English hospitality and it needs a 
good deal of incivility to disrespect 
this aspect as entirely as they do. A 
certain amount of tact is always neces- 
sary if you are in the house of a stran- 
ger, and in this connection a recent 
declaration by Poland’s Minister for 


27 


Foreign Affairs, M. Zaleski, could also 
have been more considerate. He de- 
clared that Poland was at war with 
Russia but was not at war with Italy, 
although they were forced “to sever 
diplomatic relations” with that coun- 
try. Coming at a time when England 
is trying her best to improve Anglo- 
Soviet relations, such a declaration 
from an ally could do little to foster 
these efforts. The fact that Poland is 
“not at war” with Italy raises an inter- 
esting point: should the British forces 
in Palestine make contact with the 
Italian Army, what attitude would the 
Polish contingent in Palestine, some 
6,000 men strong, adopt in that case? 
Would they refuse to fight because Po- 
land is ‘“‘not at war’’ with Italy? 

Whilst we are engaged in a deadly 
struggle with that nation whose racial 
hatred and personal intolerance has 
plunged Europe into the present catas- 
trophe, we must do all we can to pre- 
vent this viper from raising its head in 
our own midst. 





Polish chaplain, was given:— 


bOOKS 





Why European Democracy Failed 


THE SECOND WAR OF INDEPENDENCE. By Wil- 
liam S. Schlamm. E. P. Dutton, N. Y. $2.00. 


MANY YEARS of voracious and, for a large part, un- 

profitable reading have made this reviewer skeptical of 
the blurb on a book’s jacket, so that when I read “Required 
reading for every intelligent American,” I shrugged my 
shoulders. Must the intelligent American be expected, not 
to say required, to read every book that a hopeful author 
offers the public? However, my initial skepticism wore off 
as I continued to read, and I can gladly support the pub- 
lisher’s endorsement. 


Mr. Schlamm’s book is an examination, though not an 
exhaustive one, of the causes for the defeat of democracy 
in Europe, and at the same time, a call to Americans to 
touse themselves to an awareness of the full extent of the 
Nazi peril, and prepare against it. True, we have had 


‘many such books of late, and good ones, too, and vastly 


more will be written for years to come. But right now, at 
least, we cannot have enough of them, for surprising as it 
may seem, there are still a large number of Americans who 
complacently assume that ‘“Europe’s war’ is none of our 
business. Some of these people, of course, will never be 
convinced, for at heart they don’t want to be. 


It is a familiar story that Nazi Germany prepared for 
wat while the democracies slept, but why did they sleep? 
Because, answers Schlamm, they were drugged by the 
Opiate of pacifism. It is a hard confession for a writer of 
the Left to make, but a necessary one. The democracies 
refused to recognize that, as Hamilton Fish Armstrong 
once phrased it, it was either “We or They.” Not one 
responsible statesman, or even socialist writer, had the 
courage in 1934, ’35 or °36 to demand war against the 
Nazis. Everyone shrank from the odium of “war monger- 
ing,” as we still do in the U.S. Yet the whole democratic 
world should instantly have realized, especially as the Nazis 











themselves made no attempt at concealment, that their 
moral system and our are poles apart, and as Schlamm 
felicitously writes: “A schizophrene civilization has even 
less capacity for survival than a schizophrene individual. 
Two moral systems which are diametrically opposed to each 
other have no room within one and the same community.” 

Confession, it is said, is good for the soul, and it is well 
that a left writer should lay bare the errors of the left, but 
truth and fairness demand that we do not lean backward. 
In assessing the responsibility for the French disaster 
Schlamm passes very lightly over the heavy guilt of the 
French army chiefs, whose smug complacency and reac- 
tionary sympathies were so largely instrumental in bringing 
on the catastrophe. In a sense, 1940 was 1914 all over 
again, only this time there was no miracle of the Marne. 
It is inconceivable that the French army would have lacked 
the materiel to meet the German advance, had its leaders 
really insisted on it. Even granting that French production 
could not have been sufficiently spurred, American factories 
could have been pressed into service. However, not only 
was the French army inadequate in equipment, but its tac- 
tical training was out of date; add, that the Ardennes were 
virtually unfortified, and finally, the troop dispositions of 
the Generalissimo were grossly mistaken relying, it may be, 
on a Belgian defense that collapsed at a blow. Weygand 
lacked even the honesty of Gamelin, and his failure 
promptly to dispatch part of the forces idling on the Italian 
frontier, in a counterstroke to break the wedge between the 
army in Flanders and that south of the Somme, is a measure 
of his defeatist attitude. 


The author has some harsh but not unjust words for the 
contemporary intelligentzia, whom he rightly calls ““democ- 
racy’s problem child,” but he sometimes allows his anger to 
get the better of him. “But the intellectuals have mutin- 
ied. Europe has already witnessed the effect upon the 
subtle mechanism of a democratic society, when the spirit 
of mutiny is permitted free rein.” (my italics). Let us be 
careful about appearing to urge suppression of criticism. 
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The line between liberty and license, though often only 
faintly discernible, is a real one, and we should ever be 
mindful of its existence. 

In an important respect Mr. Schlamm’s book does not go 
far enough. Apparently it was written just after the col- 
lapse of France when it looked as if Britain, too, was done 
for. At any rate, Schlamm seems to assume that Britain is 
through, for he is entirely silent about our giving assistance 
to that embattled outpost of democracy, but urges immedi- 
ate cooperation with the states of this hemisphere for hemi- 
sphere defense. In my own opinion ‘hemispheric’ defense 
is a weak substitute for defense in cooperation with the 
British Empire, if it is not altogether an illusion; indeed, it 
is not unlikely that if Britain is lost, we are, too, no matter 
what arrangements are made with the unreliable countries 
south of the Rio Grande, unless the Nazis are weakened by 
internal complications. Perhaps it is because Mr. Schlamm 
is a newcomer to our shores, that he hesitates to ask of us 
what he believes should have been the action taken by the 
French and British in 1934 or ’35, war upon Nazi Ger- 
many. Unfortunately, the post-war pacifist prejudice 
against “war mongers’ is still too strong. We can only 
hope that it will not take a catastrophe to dispel it. 

Schlamm anticipates he will be accused of hysteria, but 
he does not mind that in the least. His advice on this point 
is worth quoting, particularly as it affords the reader a 
sample of the author’s trenchant style. ‘This book is 
about as hysterical as a nurse’s thermometer announcing 
that the patient’s temperature has reached 108 degrees. 
The French, you know, refused to lose their cool heads 
until they lost their warm blood—and their national free- 
dom, as well. To face reality is not hysteria; not to face 
reality—that, of course, is hysteria. The last prerequisite 
for keeping a ‘cool head’ is that one should possess a head 
in the first place and that we should make efficient use of 
it, thoroughly and in time.” BERNARD NOSKIN 


Youth in Our Civilization 


THE YOUTH OF NEW YORK CITY, by Nettie Pauline 
McGill and Ellen Nathalie Matthews. New York. 
Macmillan. 1940. 420 pp. $3.50. 


: era WERE about one million young people aged 
16 and under 25 in the five boroughs of New York 
City in 1935, when the Welfare Council of New York 
made the study embodied in this volume. Of these young 
people, 490,000 were Roman Catholics, 310,000 Jews, 
and 180,000 Protestants. Ninety-six per cent were white, 
and four per cent Negro. Ninety-three per cent were 
native born; seven per cent foreign born; and one or both 
parents of seventy-one per cent of these young people 
were foreign born. 

This is some of the statistical background furnished 
by this elaborate study, along with data on the education, 
employment, and leisure of the youth of New York City. 
The methods employed in the study appear to be sound, 
the sampling representative, and the statistical material 
reliably set up, and intelligently evaluated. The closing 
chapter, entitled ‘General Summary and Conclusions,” 
introduces no departure from the objective, descriptive 
procedure of the earlier chapters. The appraisal of the 
findings and the few recommendations never venture into 
unguarded speculative realms, and only reinforce the im- 
pression that here is a well-controlled, empirically ground- 
ed social survey. 

And yet, in spite of this cold factualness, or perhaps 
because of it, this book is another withering indictment 
of our civilization; of those of its manifestations which 
are functions of impersonal economic and social forces, as 
well as of its less impersonally determined aspects which 
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may be comprehended under the term “‘leisure.” Behind 
the mechanical looking statistical tables, the anonymous 
case histories, and the matter-of-fact tone of the text, a 
picture unfolds itself of economic insecurity and mal 
adjustment, of an inadequately conceived and faultily 
functioning system of education and guidance, and of 
leisure -time pursuits which, in this age of almost one 
hundred per cent literacy and unequaled means of com- 
munication, perhaps hit a new low in cultural values. 


Some random figures from the summary of the section 
on employment show that only half of the young people 
who sought work were actually employed, and the earn- 
ings of those employed were low, with a median of 
$19.58 per week for the most highly paid, skilled workers, 
The nature of the labor market in 1935 was such that 
more than half of the gainfully employed young people 
had been placed in their most recent jobs by friends and 
relatives. Discontent was not limited to unemployed youth. 
A good deal of chafing and rebelliousness were engendered 
by the feeling of young people in employment that their 
occupations were unworthy of their training and abilities, 

Figures on education show that, while almost all chil- 
dren in New York City now enter High School, less 
than half of those who enter stay to complete their High 
School career. No program is provided for closing up the 
gap between leaving school and entering employment, 
and the need for longer, more thorough vocational train- 
ing, and for agencies which would provide the guidance 
and advice necessary for adequate vocational adjustment 
is still largely unfulfilled. It is still unclear whether the 
function of an educational system is to provide “pure 
education” so-called, or vocational training, or some clear- 
ly conceived combination of both. In the absence of such 
clarification, and in the absence of educational guidance 
geared to individual needs, the school too often fails in 
both of these functions. 


This reviewer was particularly interested in the section 
on leisure. Only lengthy quotation from the summary of 
this section can provide even the most shadow adumbra- 
tion of the picture: 


“In spite of all that New York City has to offer— 
its incomparable cultural advantages, its expanding 
and improving public recreation program—its young 
people, especially after they leave school, spend their 
leisure largely in the narrow routine of reading news- 
papers and magazines, radio listening, and going to 
the movies. The number who have a stimulating out- 
of-door activity, a creative or constructive leisure 
occupation, and adequate social contacts may seem 
large until it is compared with the number who do 


not . . . Few have any other fun or diversion than 
the movies . . . Few have any organized or group 
interests . . . very few belong to any organizations 


that have the advancement of the common good for 
an objective . . . Youth as a whole has little to do 
with the arts either as producer or ‘consumer . . . 
Almost all reading done is pastime reading and 
largely of an inferior kind.” 

This is the recreational picture not only of that part of 
the city’s youthful population that may be thought of as 
below the average in the advantages it has enjoyed. It is, 
in general, a picture of all classes of the city’s youth. Vari- 
ations there are, and in all classes there are, of course, indi- 
vidual exceptions. But the variations and exceptions are 
not such as to show that any class of youth is getting to any 
great extent what it needs, or what it wants, out of the 
unprecedented amount of leisure that it commands. 

A. N. Whitehead once remarked that religion is what 
one does with one’s privacy. In analagous fashion it may 
not be inappropriate to say that the culture of a people 
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is what the people does with its leisure. To the extent 
to which we can choose what to do with our leisure time, 
to that extent, large patterns of our culture are the result 
of our own choosing. The quoted -—. are, in a 
sense, a picture of our culture, and the picture is not 
restricted to New York. New York is symptomatic of 
the state of the nation as a whole, only perhaps more so. 
To be sure, there is need for more and more leisure time 
cultural facilities, but the fact is that those at present 
available are used nowhere near their maximum capacity. 
That there seems to be some evidnce of a slightly greater 
degree of alertness, of more frequent social affiliation, and 
of a more widespread preoccupation with cultural values, 
among Jewish youth than among youth of other na- 
tionality backgrounds is small consolation. The degree of 
difference is not sufficiently significant, and the malady is 
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pretty evenly spread through all economic and social classes, 
all nationality groups, and, this reviewer fears, through all 
geographic areas of this land. 
While this is a study of youth, it may be too easily 
forgotten that the definition of youth, and the act of 
isolating it from the rest of the population for the purposes 
of study, is at best arbitrary. Perhaps too much emphasis 
has been placed lately on “youth problems,” and we may 
be losing sight of the fact that youth and its problems 
are directly continuous with the problems of our civiliza- 
tion as a whole. The picture of youth, its education, its 
employment and unemployment, is also a picture of our 
adult community, and any palliative measures of 
fundamental therapeutic efforts directed toward the ills of 
our social organism, must be directed at the organism 
as a whole. IsAAC FRANCK 








League for Labor Palestine 


MID-WESTERN CONFERENCE. 
The Mid-Western Conference of the 
League was held in Detroit, Mich. at 
the Detroit-Leland Hotel on October 
19th and 20th. The Conference was 
opened with a well-attended banquet 
which was addressed by Rabbi Jacob 
J. Weinstein and Dr. May Bere. Mr. 
Morris Lieberman, Chairman of the 
League Council of Detroit, and gen- 
eral chairman of the Conference wel- 
comed the guests, and introduced 
Rabbi Samuel Wohl, National Presi- 
dent of the League who acted as toast- 
master at the banquet. Dr. May Bere 
extended the official greetings of the 
Histadrut. 


The Oneg-Shabbat gathering at the 
hotel on Saturday afternoon, was ad- 
dressed by Benjamin R. Harris of 
Chicago, Dr. May Bere and Dr. 
Joseph Diamond. 


On Sunday morning, October 20th, 
three discussion groups met separately AR 
and discussed problems of organiza- 
tion, program and finance. 





The findings and recommendations 
of these discussion groups were pre- 
sented at the Sunday afternoon session, 
presided over by Dr. M. Falick. Miss 
Pearl Millig acted as secretary of the 
Conference. Mr. M. Barahal reparted 
for the discussion group on Organiza- 
tion, Mr. H. Silver for the Program 
committee, and Mr. Mendelsohn for 
the Finance Committee. The Na- 
tional Secretary presented his report 
stressing the need for an increased 
membership and adequate financial 
support for the League. — Pinchas 
Cruso, Business Manager for the 





S 


IN TOMATO SA 
WITHOUT M 


"VEGETARIAN ff 
portlet THE SEAL OF APPROVAL © 


57 
3 PURE FooD PROOY 





> 


yeGETAR/AW BAKED Bays 
“osHéP AND PAREVE! 


They Are Thoroughly 
Baked, Not Boiled 


@ In every Jewish section of town, 
you'll find that folks serve HEINZ 
OVEN-BAKED VEGETARIAN BEANS. 
Usually they serve no other kind 
at all. Heinz Baked Beans have 
that matchless, home-made flavor 
that only honest-to-goodness oven- 
baking gives. 


IS ON THE LABEL 


Endorsed by The Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congrega- 








Frontier spoke on the financial status 
of the Frontier. 


Dr. A. W. Sanders, chairman of the 
Resolutions Committee, presented a 
number of resolutions calling for an 
intensive Membership Campaign in 
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December, the assumption of an Ex- 
pansion Fund quota of $5,000.00, and 
urging increased efforts for the Ge- 
werkshaften and Jewish National 
Fund. 


After a heated and lively debate of 
the many involved problems of the 
League, the resolutions presented by 
Dr. Sanders were armen 

Dr. May Bere, in a stirring address, 
closed the Conference, relating the 
accomplishments of the Histadrut for 
the past twenty years, and the Con- 
ference adjourned with the singing of 
Hatikvah. 

The detailed minutes of the Con- 


ference will shortly be published and 
widely distributed in the Mid-West. 


SECRETARY'S TOUR. In pre- 
— for the Mid-West Conference, 

r. Diamond visited League chapters 
in Pittsburgh, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
Louisville, Ky., Cleveland, Akron, 
Syracuse, and Albany. In all of these 
cities, Dr. Diamond met with the 
‘executive committees and discussed 
with them technique of the member- 
ship campaign, Expansion Fund and 
program and activities for the coming 
year. 


Membership Campaign 


EASTERN REGION. League 
chapters in Boston, Worcester, Albany, 
Hartford, Springfield, Newark, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, and Washington 
are now actively engaged in the renew- 
al of their old membership, and will 
concentrate during the month of Nov- 
ember on the enrollment of new mem- 
bers, quotas for which have been as- 
signed to them by the Eastern Region- 
al Committee of which Miss Miriam 
Lipton is chairman. Literature on the 
Membership Campaign is being sent 
to these chapters regularly stressing 
the 30th of November as the final day 
for the campaign at which time all 
eastern chapters will carry out impres- 


sive programs inducting their new 
members into the League. 

Mid-Western Region League 
chapters in Pittsburgh, Chicago, Rock 
Island, Cincinnati, Louisville, Cleve- 
land, Akron, Detroit and Syracuse will 
conduct a membership campaign dur- 
ing the month of December with ac- 
tivities similar to those of the Eastern 
Region. Quotas for new members 
have been assigned to them, and they 
are now engaged in the renewal of 
their old memberships. 

EXPANSION FUND. Expansion 
Fund quotas totalling a fund of 
$5,000.00 needed by the League for 
the current fiscal year have been as- 
signed to all League chapters. Dr. 
Diamond, who has visited a great 
number of the League chapters reports 
that all of them have accepted their 
quotas, have made their plans for the 
raising of their quotas, and that some 
of the chapters have already made 
advance contributions to the League on 
account of their quotas. 


NEW YORK CHAPTERS 
PLAN JOINT MEMBERSHIP 
CAMPAING ON MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 28TH. 


A joint meeting of officers of all 
New York chapters met at the Penn- 
sylvania Hotel in New York to plan 
for a city-wide membership campaign 
which is to be concluded on Nov. 
30th with impressive exercises to in- 
duct the new members into the 
League. Plans were also formulated 
for the formation of a Metropolitan 
Council of the League which is to 
carry out a number of city-wide League 
programs in New York during the 
Winter months. 


BRONX CHAPTERS 
UNITE FOR ACTION 

On Wednesday, October 9th, of- 
ficers of the Bronx chapters of the 
League met at the Plaza Hotel, and 
after listening to an up-to-date report 





on the Histadrut by Israel Meremin- 
sky, decided to act jointly on a num: 
ber of programs which will make 
League work in the Bronx more effec- 
tive. The detailed plans will be 
worked out at a subsequent joint 
meeting to be held on November 9th. 
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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 
1912, MARCH 3, 1933. 

4 . —_— Frontier published monthly at New York, N. Y., for October 

re . 
State OF New York, N. Y. 
County or New York, N. Y. 


$.: 

Before me, a notary public in and for the State and county aforesaid, 
personally appeared Pinchas Cruso, who, having been duly sworn accordin, 
to law, deposes and says that he is the Business Manager of the Jewis! 
Frontier and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
a true statement of the ownership management (and if a daily paper, the 
circulation), etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the 
above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as amended by the 
Act of March 3, 1933, embodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Regula- 
tions, — on the reverse of this form to wit: 2 

1, at the mames and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing 
editor, and business managers are: 

Publisher, Jewish Frontier Association, Inc., 275 Seventh Avenue, New 
York ey ditors, Hayim Greenberg and Hayim Fineman, 275 Seventh 
Avenue, New York City; Managing Editor, S. Katz, 275 Seventh Avenue, 
New York City; Business Manager, Pinchas Cruso, 275 Seventh Avenue, 
New York City. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and address 
must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names and addresses of 
stockholders owning or holding one per cent or more of total amount of 
stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names and addresses of the 
individual owners must given. If owned by a firm, company, or other 
unincorporated concern, its mame and address, as well as those of each 
individual member, must be given.) 


Isaac Hamlin, 321 West 24th Street, New York City; Alexander Kahn, 
46 Willow Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Joseph Diamond, 1125 Findley Avenue, 
Bronx, N. Y.; David Wertheim, 532 West 11th Street, New York City. 

3, That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders 
owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, 
or other securities are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of the owners, 
stockholders, and security can, if any, contain not —_ the list of stock- 
holders and security holders as they appear upon the books of the company 
but also, in cases where the stockholders or security holders appear upon the 

ks of the company as tmustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the name 
of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given; alse 
that the said two peragraphs contain statements embracing affant’s full 
knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and conditions under which 
stockholders and security holders who do not appear upon the books of the 
company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason to believe that any 
other person, association, or corporation has any interest direct or indirect 
in the said stock, bonds, or other securities than as so stated by him. 

5. That the average number of copies of each issue of this publication 
sold or distributed, through the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during 
the twelve months preceding the date shown above is... www ( This in- 
formation is aed from daily publications only.) 

PINCHAS CRUSO 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this } 


8th day of October, 1940 

MAURICE CUMMINGS, 
Kings Co. Clk’s No. 330, Reg’s No. 2371, N. Y. Co. Clk’s 
No. 1006, Reg’s No. 2-C-589. Commission Expires March 
30, 1942. 
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Pioneer Women's Organization 





Pioneer Women’s Forest to be 
Launched at Jewish National 
Fund Convention 


The National Executive of the Pio- 
neer Women’s Organization has pro- 
claimed a special project for the plant- 
ing of a Pioneer Women’s Forest in 
Palestine during a period of two years. 
The project will be launched at the 
Jewish National Fund Convention to 
be held in St. Louis on November 
10th and 11th, where Sara Feder and 
Rebecca Block will represent the 
National Executive, as well as at the 
regional conferences of the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization. The indivi- 
dual clubs in the United States and 
Canada will plant groves or gardens in 
the names of their cities. The Pion- 
eer Women’s Organization was among 
the first organizations to promote and 
foster the various Jewish National 
Fund activities. Members have parti- 
cipated in the various activities of the 
Jewish National Fund, including box 
collections, Flower Day, Golden Book 
inscriptions and have « distinguished 
themselves particularly in the Shipla- 
coff Forest and Leon Blum Colony 
Project. Now that the latter project 
has been completed, the National Ex- 
ecutive deemed it timely and fitting to 
initiate its own project on behalf of 
the J. N. F. 


Membership Month 


October, 1940 was proclaimed as 
Membership Month among all the 
clubs. During this month the clubs 
concentrated on increasing their mem- 
bership rolls. To stimulate the mem- 
bership campaign, speakers were sent 
to New England and the Eastern 
states. Speakers included May Bere, 
Sara Feder, Dvora Rothbard, Mania 
Shochat, Nina Zuckerman, Dr. Sonia 
Kamenetsky, Feigel Berkenblitt, Ida 
Ehrenreich, Bert Goldstein, Anna 
Schlossberg, Paula Kaplan and Rachel 
Siegel. New York opened its mem- 
bership drive on October 14th with a 
larger rally where Maurice Samuel 
and Sara Feder were guest speakers. 


Regional Conferences 


Regional conferences are being 
planned in various parts of the coun- 
try. Up to date conferences have 


' been scheduled in the Southern and 


West-Central region, to be held in St. 
Louis on November 8th and 9th, just 
before the J. N. F. convention, with 
Sara Feder as guest speaker and repre- 
sentative of the National Executive; 
Ohio-Michigan Conference at Cleve- 
land on November 16th and 17th, 
with Dr. May Bere as guest speaker 
and representative of the N. E. C.; 





Eastern Conference, in New York 
City, November 22nd and 23rd. 


Dr. May Bere’s Tour 


Dr. May Bere is now on tour in up- 
state New York, Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania. Her itinerary includes: Syra- 
cuse—October 31st and November 
1st; Rochester, November 2nd and 
3rd; Buffalo, Nov. 4, 5, and 6; Cin- 
cinnati and vicinity—Nov. 7, 8, 9, 
10; Columbus—Nov. 11 and 12; 
Akron—Nov. 13, 14; Cleveland—15, 
16, 17, 18 (including the Ohio-Mich- 
igan conference); Pittsburgh—Nov- 
ember 19, 20; Altoona—Nov. 21st. 


Sidney Liptzen Foundation 
Holds First Open Meeting 


The Sidney Liptzen Foundation, es- 
tablished last June and dedicated to 
youth services in the United States 
and Palestine, opened its season with 
a large meeting at the Hotel Astor on 
Sunday, October 20th. The purpose 
of this meeting was to promote the in- 
auguration of a library and education- 
al hall in the Hedera Children’s Home 
in Palestine, built with funds raised 
by the Pioneer Women's Organiza- 
tion. Speakers included Rabbi Levin- 
son, Sidney Kalfus, president, Sara 
Feder and Daniel Liptzen. 

Sidney Liptzen, a youth of great 
promise, died 10 years ago at the age 
of 18. His parents and friends, wish- 
ing to commemorate his name, decid- 
ed to establish the Sidney Liptzen 
Foundation. In its preamble, the Sid- 
ney Liptzen Foundation states: “It is 
only fitting that we . . . dedicate our- 
selves to the task of the fulfillment in 
other young people of the promise he 
was prevented from fulfilling; to de- 
vote our work to developing among 
Jewish youth, both here and in Pales- 
tine, the products of love and peace; 
to promote literary, artistic and cultur- 
al phases in the lives of these young 
Jewish people; to make them healthier 
and happier and to create in them the 
generous, self-sacrificing spirit inher- 
ent in the Jewish nature and so well 
exemplified by Sidney Liptzen.”” The 
funds for Palestine youth services 
raised by the Sidney Liptzen Founda- 
tion are to be transmitted through the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization. 


The Season 1940-41 

The fiscal year 1939-40 terminated 
on October Ist with an excellent rec- 
ord of achievements, most of the clubs 
having reached their quotas. Close to 
$83,000 was transmitted to the Moat- 
zath Hapoaloth (Working Women’s 
Council) of the Histadrut, over $20,- 


000 to the Jewish National Fund, and™ 


large sums have been raised for the 


31 






Geverkshaften Campaign, Emergency 
Political Fund and Aliya Beth. The 
clubs throughout the United States 
and Canada have opened the new sea- 
son, elections for new officers have 
been held and plans made for a new 
season of accomplishment in every 
field of activity. 
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